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SLIDESMANIA.COM
SLIDESMANIA.COM

Mt Vernon Park

Development 
Assets and Future
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Mt Vernon 
Park

235.2 hectare park on the 

Christchurch side of the Port 

Hills. Owned and administered 

by the Port Hills Park Trust 

Board
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Crowd Funding

● 1985

● Campaign to preserve a sector of 

the Port Hills from development

● Led by the Christchurch Civic 

Trust

● Property purchased and gifted to 

the Port Hills Park Trust
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Port Hills Park Trust Deed 
Statement: Purpose

The preservation and conservation of 

resources offered by the Port Hills Park 

Property as an area for active and passive

recreation, sport and education, 

to be enjoyed as far as is practicable by the 

people of Canterbury in particular and 

visitors from beyond Canterbury in general.
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

What do we offer?

● Walking tracks and trails

● Shared use tracks

● Wheelchair accessible Lamar 

Track

● MTB tracks

● Shelters

● Rock climbing / bouldering

● Free and open access
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Ecological 
Restoration

● Since 1985 restoration has taken place

● Eco-sourced native vegetation

● Low level stock grazing to reduced fire 

risk

● Fencing off restoration areas

● Purchase of neighbouring properties
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

What would a 
recloaked Mt Vernon 
Park look like?

● It’s in the soils

○ Specific soils host specific species

● Lucas and Associates have undertaken 

studies to provide specific plant 

assemblages for specific soils = an 

ecosystem
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Ecological 

Assets
● Valley 

floor to 

crater rim

● Slope 

wetlands

● Rocky 

outcrops

● Dwarf

kowhai 
(Sophora 

prostrata)
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Restoration Journey

● Community supported planting

● Protect what we have

○ Restrict access

○ Walkways

● Manage fire risk

○ Sheep grazing

● Balance – costs and volunteers
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

A Changed 
Landscape

● What we see today is a reflection 

of human impacts

● Occupation resulted in burning 

of forests

● Agriculture – sheep grazing has 

resulted in our tussock land 

today
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

No Vegetation =  
Issues

● Steep slopes

● Lack of vegetation

● Unstable soils

● Increased runoff

● Erosion of slopes and sediment 

input into waterways
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SLIDESMANIA.COM
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Mt Vernon Park delivery 
and strategy

Management, preservation, conservation, and restoration of 

the natural landscape, resources and ecosystems of Mt 

Vernon Park as an area for the enjoyment and 

engagement of visitors within the natural environment; 

A place f0r people to enjoy active and passive recreation, 

sport, education, research, community engagement 

and experience

Active as kaitiakitanga (guardianship) for the 

whenua, and encourage and support others to undertake 

kaitiakitanga (guardianship) for Mt Vernon Park and the Port 

Hills. 
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Next steps in our journey

● Trail network improvements and signage

● Community hub

● New infrastructure  - walkways and bridges

● Slope wetland protection and restoration

● Restoration and retirement – Gorge Valley rocky outcrop 

protection (ECAN Supported 2024 and 2025)
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

CCC Community Board 
Support

● Carpark paint marking in Hillview Carpark

● Restoration of the two “Lost Boys” monuments

● Replacement bridge in the forest at the end of 

Albert Terrace – access to climbing wall – shared 

access

● Community hub - Container roof and 

improvements

● Upper Victoria Valley boardwalk – trail crosses 

waterway - degradation
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Seed islands

● Representative of biodiverse 

ecosystems within Mt Vernon Park.

● Become the seed dispersal network 

for rewilding

● Recommended sites 10 - 30 m wide 

at <100m spacings

● Aim - one seed island per hectare
https://docs.tanestrees.org.n

z/how-to-establish-seed-

islands-of-natives/

Waihoro Spreydon-Cashmere-Heathcote Community Board 
14 May 2026   

 

Page 26 

A
tt

a
ch

m
e

n
t 

A
  

It
e

m
 4

.2
 

  



SLIDESMANIA.COM

Increasing 
engagement

● Poor trail conditions are linked to 

reduced engagement in parks 

(Brownson et al.,2001).

● Poor wayfinding decreases park 

usage and feelings of safety (Ryan et 

al., 2022).

● Increase loop options for varied 

routes and reduces trail impact 

loading (Roth, 2021)
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We are a key part of the Sumner and 
Ōtautahi Christchurch community 
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We are here when our community 
needs us
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Upcoming opportunities

1. The club buildings are at capacity and 
will need to expand so we can continue 
to recruit members and provide rescue 
equipment.

2. Scarborough beach is increasingly 
popular but has no patrol infrastructure 
– such as a seasonal patrol space

3. We want to use technology such as 
cameras to supplement and increase 
the effectiveness of our beach patrols
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Jones, Jonathon

From: Federico Tomasetto < >
Sent: Monday, 11 May 2026 10:25 am
To: Leslie, Keir; Jones, Jonathon
Subject: Urgent Request for Formal Crossing Investigation: Huntsbury (Major Aitken Drive to 

Parklands Drive)

To the Chairperson and Members of the Waihoro Spreydon- Cashmere-Heathcote Community Board, 

 

I am writing to formally request that the Waihoro Spreydon-Cashmere-Heathcote Community 
Board directs Council staff to investigate the installation of a formal pedestrian crossing on Huntsbury 
Road, specifically in the vicinity of the Major Aitken Drive and Parklands Drive junctions. 

 

This request is based on a critical safety and accessibility factor: 

 

1. Safe Route to School (St Martins School) 

This section of Huntsbury is a primary transit point for students living on the upper hill on the Centaurus 
Road side who walk or cycle to St Martins School. Currently, there is no designated safe crossing point in 
this high-visibility zone. 

 The Conflict: Students must navigate the transition between the steep gradient of Parklands Drive 
or Huntsbury Avenue and the residential side streets where vehicle speeds and visibility are often 
inconsistent. 

 Active Travel: A formal crossing would directly support the Board’s goal of increasing "Active 
Travel" by providing parents with the confidence to let children walk or bike to school 
independently. 

 

Alignment with the 2026–2028 Board Plan 

Under the Board’s recently adopted priority of "Safe Transport Choices", there is a clear mandate to 
improve safety on and around hill roads through smart design. A formal crossing on Centaurus Road would 
be a proactive "design choice" that mitigates known risks before a serious incident occurs. 

 

Requested Action: 

I ask that the Community Board requests a staff report to: 

1. Conduct a pedestrian and traffic count on Centaurus Road between Major Aitken Drive and 
Parklands Drive intersections during peak school and commute hours. 

2. Assess the feasibility of a zebra crossing or a raised pedestrian refuge to improve visibility and slow 
traffic speeds. 

 

 Alcune persone che hanno ricevuto questo messaggio non ricevono spesso messaggi di posta elettronica da 
. Scopri perché è importante  
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Thank you for your time and for your ongoing commitment to the safety of the Huntsbury and St Martins 
communities. 

 

Sincerely, 

Federico Tomasetto 

 
Federico Tomasetto PhD 
  
T 
M 
E f  
Skype
Profile Linkedin or Academia 
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