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Do you feel unsafe?
Is someone making you feel uncomfortable?

Have you or a friend been physically harmed?

Are you or a friend in danger?

If you need help, go to the bar
& order the:

Angel Shot
Neat: The barstaff will

escort you outside.

With Ice: The bar staff will
call you an Uber, or taxi.

With a Lime: The barstaff

will call the police.

LYTTELTON
HARBOUR
BUSINESS

We are committed to keeping you safe

LYTTELTON HARBOUR BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
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CASS BAY 
RESERVE COMMITTEE

8 September 2025
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Steadfast Reserve
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New planting at 
Pony Point 
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Cholmondeley 
Children’s Centre 
planting trees for 
them to continue 
looking after on 
Steadfast Reserve.
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Even 2-year-olds can 
join in the mahi.
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Even 2-year-olds 
can join in the mahi.
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Some of Cass Bay’s Junior 
Conservation Club
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Well earned 
BBQ lunch
Enjoyed by everyone. 
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Thanks to the 
Community Board 
for their support 
with funding.



Te Pātaka o Rākaihautū Banks Peninsula Community Board 
08 September 2025   

 

Page 34 

A
tt

a
ch

m
e

n
t 

A
  

It
e

m
 1

2
 

  



Te Pātaka o Rākaihautū Banks Peninsula Community Board 
08 September 2025   

 

Page 35 

A
tt

a
ch

m
e

n
t 

A
  

It
e

m
 1

2
 

 



Te Pātaka o Rākaihautū Banks Peninsula Community Board 
08 September 2025   

 

Page 36 

A
tt

a
ch

m
e

n
t 

A
  

It
e

m
 5

.1
 

  

                                                                                                                     Slide #         1 

Status Quo 

 

1850  Painting showing how Mana Whenua used the land, the same as we do now, boating, living and preparing and eating food (picnicking for us) 
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2009 Geomagnetic Report                                                                                                                      2 

4.1 Geomagnetics 

“C. Le Borgne eƯect: The susceptibility of the topsoil to about 30 cm depth ……………. Therefore any trench or pit back filled with mainly topsoil 
shows a much stronger magnetic signature than the surrounding soil” 

“categories of detectable human activities using magnetometry:” 

 1. Fires including hearth, fireplaces, burn-oƯs and accidental fires all create thermo-remnant anomalies. 

5.0 Results 

Ad b) and c) Possible or likely burial pits 

 Mid-sizes anomalies with predominantly low values (1, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17) 
 depending on possible foreshore dune movements these anomalies (12, 13, 14, 15) could relate to fireplaces 

 

           
    

2009 Geomagnetic Report      5.0 Results   Possible or likely burial pits           Ngai Tahu Map, upgraded Possible burials to Burial Pits 
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 depending on possible foreshore dune movements these anomalies (12, 13, 14, 15) could relate to fireplaces              3 

  

 

2024 Geophysical Survey,  

   “This investigation was extended in January 2024. The area of the recreational reserve was included and a second geophysical method – ground 
penetrating radar was used.” 

4. Results 

 A drawing of the papakainga (shown by mana whenua during the survey on location) shows the sloping beach with waka drawn up in front of 

several whare surrounded by fence lines. The GPR survey (area B) shows the edge of the settlement and the 
sloping beach, which has been covered by the modern beach edge compromised of a low sand dune. 

 Figure 6: Coastline changes overlaid onto the geophysical data 2009 & 2024. 
 Figure 7: Coastline changes overlaid onto an 1865 map. 
 Figure 8: Coastline changes overlaid onto a mid 19th century map (SO 504) showing 'Maori Pah'. 
 Figure 9: Coastline changes overlaid onto modern aerial. It also shows the changing route of the stream including a secondary stream that was 

diverted in the 20th century. 
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No mention at all of possible burials          4 

7. Conclusions & Recommendations 

 It seems unlikely to encounter archaeological features on the recreation reserve. West of the stream, under the road and halfway across the coastal 
zone it seems likely that remains of the papakainga, the ‘Maori Pah’ are still in situ. 

The 2024 Geophysical Survey proved there was foreshore dune movements 
so these anomalies (12, 13, 14, 15) could relate to fireplaces, not burials. 

The Photographic evidence shows the burial-in-the-tidal-zone story is not just unlikely — it’s impossible 
for #12,13,14,15 to be burials. 

  

The Western foreshore before the bridge 
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Historical Photographic Proof                                                                                                      5 
1930’s                        Low tide                                                                                      1940’s 

 

1950’s  
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1960’s         Ocean comes up to the road                                                                                                    1970’s      new reclaimed land                               6 

 

Status Quo          New land grassed over                                                                                                          1850 
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                                                                                                                                     7 

 If Human burials exist → Call Police 
 If not → Don’t deceive public 

 

 

 

When you vote on this, say out loud that the “status quo 
remains” and “do nothing with the western foreshore” so 

that it is captured unambiguously in the minutes. 

Save our ratepayers money and not spend it for the sake of it. 
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                                                                                                                                     8 
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Purau Foreshore Development Plan
Deputation-Purau Residents Group
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Division of consultation results reflecting foreshore opinion.
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Jurisdiction for local and regional councils
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Purau Rate Payers Association Estb.15/11/1980-AKA Purau Residents Group. 

 
Purau Residents Deputation 8th of September 2025 

1. The revised Landscape plan is welcomed with the addition of the new toilets in the existing 

location and upgraded benches and picnic tables. It was good to see that council adapted 

their plan after submissions were made. However, it was disappointing to see that they did 

not alter their plans for the Western Foreshore area after so much objection. 

2. Our last meeting with Council on the 2nd of August finished abruptly. The consultation was 

cut short with no explanation. Residents did not consider this to be a proper consultation 

and subsequently a list of questions were sent to council, I trust you have read these. Some 

have been answered, council will say they have replied to all but there are many questions 

that were answered with a deflection or referral and remain outstanding. There is still no 

answer as to why they cut our meeting short. 

3. Residents are finding the process relatively undemocratic, given the public are given 

insufficient time to review the agenda and reply in a timely manner for the board to read 

their deputations in advance. Answers to Council’s questions were received after 3pm on 

Friday. How is a community expected to absorb these responses and reply before this 

meeting here today? How is the Community Board expected to absorb this information? 

4. Engagement with residents after this project was first initiated was delayed. This would have 

avoided revisions of the plan before going to consultation. For example, due to the initial lack 

of due diligence by Council, they did not realise there wasn’t sewage and water in Purau and 

were not aware of the history of flooding events. Consulting on a designed plan before 

meeting residents has left many residents feel the decision has already been made, the 

consultation was just a formality, they feel unheard. 

5. I received over the weekend an upset email from a resident about one of the unanswered 

questions about disability. I will read this out, see attached. 

6. There are also other emails I have received, which I will read out, see attached. 

7. Council’s submission results are misleading. The plan was consulted and presented on as 

three areas. Why does the council believe it has a mandate from the community to carry out 

the consultation given their empirically flawed statistical results. Combining the foreshore 

results are not the correct results. See division of results below: 

Toilet Block  
 

Recreation 
Ground 
 

Foreshore 
Areas. 
 

Eastern 
Foreshore. 
 

Western 
Foreshore 
 

19 No, 1 Yes, 
1 In-part 

13 Yes, 12 
No, 11 in 
part 

13 Yes, 13 
No, 10 in 
part 

10 Yes, 18 
No, 4 In part 
56% NO 

10 Yes, 14 
No, 3 In Part 
52% NO 

 

8.  Residents would have preferred to have been given the four options that the community 

board has been given at the consultation stage, why was this not considered then? 

9. As part of this land is in the Marine and Coastal area, the Regional Council should have 

been consulted, this is their jurisdiction. The Buddle Findlay letter only discusses access from 

council land but does not discuss how management of this land will change with council’s 

new proposals. This should be a Regional Council decision too. 
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Purau Rate Payers Association Estb.15/11/1980-AKA Purau Residents Group. 

 
10. The Buddle Findlay letter refers to a previous case, Ours Not Mines Ltd v Hauraki District Council 

[2024]. That determination was that placing any obstruction in a legal road constituted a 

“nuisance” under common law, but in that case the nuisance was mitigated by the 

obstruction being able to be passed by vehicles. In the Purau case the Council are planning to 

obstruct access to the legal road and in so doing that will constitute a nuisance, this will be 

illegal under common law. Is Buddle Findlay’s advice is flawed? 

11. The Buddle Findlay letter does not address Subpart 2-Public rights and powers over common 

marine and coastal area (1) (C ) To engage in recreational activities in or on the common 

marine and coastal area. No small boat launching can now take place restricting access using 

rocks to this area. 

12. Why has the definition of the land from consultation stage changed from reserve to roading. 

Has the public been misinformed during the consultation process? 

13. In 2006, rocks were placed across the entire Western Foreshore. These rocks were removed 

after much tension developed in the community. Residents still feel strongly about 

restricting access today. Nothing has changed.   

14. Bader’s 2024 survey has still not interpreted by a specialist team of archaeologists-staff have 

answered these queries with no expertise, as amateurs. These are survey reports. Only the 

2009 survey has been examined. This is crucial as there are new findings that have 

eliminated much of the original possible archaeology. Why has this continued to be ignored? 

After contacting archaeology specialists, we have received conflicting opinions to Council’s 

inexpert opinions in relation to archaeological findings.  

15. The area where the Pah is located deserves to be classed as Wahi Tapu. This is what it 

deserves. A blanket approach decision without defining the boundaries will limit access to all 

of the community.  

16. The changing landscape of Purau and in particular the Western foreshore, has grown, eroded 

and now growing again with sediment build up. This reclaimed land is out of the reach of 

any history and is new land and should not be included in the restrictions proposed by 

Council, as proved by 2024 survey. The Council’s maps they provided in answer to one of our 

questions that showed that all of the western foreshore was part of the original “native 

reserve” are incorrect. Much of the foreshore we see today is reclaimed land. Again, proved 

by the 2024 survey. 

17. Given Council’s reasons for restricting vehicles on the Western Foreshore, why will service 

vehicles still be permitted and granted access but the public will not?  

18. Residents were told that if the reserve 4622 was returned that it’s loss would not impact the 

community as they advised that there was already plenty of reserve areas, primarily the 

foreshore. This proposal attempts to restrict activities on one of the largest reserve areas in 

Purau. Compensation by way of new tables and benches as a sweetener and some play 

equipment is not enough. 

 

Facebook Comments following August Meeting. 
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Purau Rate Payers Association Estb.15/11/1980-AKA Purau Residents Group. 

 



Te Pātaka o Rākaihautū Banks Peninsula Community Board 
08 September 2025   

 

Page 50 

A
tt

a
ch

m
e

n
t 

C
  

It
e

m
 5

.1
 

  

 
Purau Rate Payers Association Estb.15/11/1980-AKA Purau Residents Group. 
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Purau Rate Payers Association Estb.15/11/1980-AKA Purau Residents Group. 
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Purau Rate Payers Association Estb.15/11/1980-AKA Purau Residents Group. 
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Purau Rate Payers Association Estb.15/11/1980-AKA Purau Residents Group. 
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Purau Rate Payers Association Estb.15/11/1980-AKA Purau Residents Group. 
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Purau Rate Payers Association Estb.15/11/1980-AKA Purau Residents Group. 

 

 

September 2025 

 

The Christchurch City Council, bless their hearts, has solved disability access. Not for 
disabled people, of course, that would be too literal. 
No, they’ve solved it on paper, in the kind of abstract, bureaucratic way that makes 
accessibility a checklist of ramps, toilets, and bridge gradients while missing the one 
place that actually matters: the bloody beach. 
See, on the western side of Purau foreshore, we had a practical, lived solution. Families 
could drive onto the grass, park up close to the sand, sit at the picnic tables, and be part 
of the scene. Disabled kids, elderly whānau, people who can’t just “walk a bit further”, 
they could actually share in the joy of being at the moana. It wasn’t glamorous, it wasn’t 
expensive, but it worked. Which, of course, is why it had to go. 
Council’s new plan removes drive-on access and takes away the picnic tables. Why? 
Because apparently the Disabled Persons Assembly told them it was fine. Yes, 
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Purau Rate Payers Association Estb.15/11/1980-AKA Purau Residents Group. 

 

somewhere between a policy guideline from 2002 and a consultation tick-box, the 
actual disabled and elderly people of Purau disappear. We’ve been replaced with 
“access features” — toilets, pathways, and an “additional play item” (presumably for 
those who find amusement in not being able to reach the sea or sand). 
This is accessibility as compliance theatre: ramps to nowhere, bridges to the toilets, and 
a scenic view of the place you can’t get to. It’s the urban planning equivalent of giving 
someone a snorkel and then banning them from the pool. 
But we could get controversial here and say something uncouth like: 
it’s not just about mobility. It’s about manaakitanga, the right of every whānau, Māori, 
Pākehā, whatever bloodlines run in your veins, to share in the simple, ancient joy of the 
foreshore. To picnic, to paddle, to sit in the sun while your kids or mokopuna splash 
about. That’s not an optional extra, it’s the heart of what Purau has been for generations. 
“So, Mr Councilwoman, you’ve improved accessibility by removing access?” 
“That’s correct.” 
“And the disabled residents who could once use the foreshore can’t now?” 
“That’s inclusion, my wheelchair bound simian” 
“Sure, looks it, Council” 
 

Emails from Residents over the weekend. 

No.1 

Community Board Conflict of Interests? Do you have a register? Purau representative from to Purau 

and attendance of Purau meetings. 

Why have you not come to any of the Purau Residents meetings? For years there has been no 

community board or councillor who has requested to attend our meetings. How can they understand 

our perspective through a consultation with CCC? 

What’s the rush with pushing this through? Is it because of the local elections or the changes in 

legislation coming over the next few months? 

Why is the Council so aggressively determined to push this through with no regards for the 

community’s feelings? 

 

No.2 

Hi, 

 

I now have read up on all the questions/answers and I think a lot of the arguments that we or the 

Council have put forward have been exhausted. There is no movement. Here is a question that may 

not has been asked before: 

 

Council has gifted the reserve to Ngati Wheke with the understanding that it will be classified as an 

Urupa and that public pedestrian access will be maintained. There is no 'hard' evidence that within 
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Purau Rate Payers Association Estb.15/11/1980-AKA Purau Residents Group. 

 
the confines of the reserve there is actually a Maori burial site.  

Why did Council not gift the foreshore to Ngati Wheke as part of the Urupa arrangement as the 

argument that there are buried koiwi applies to both sites. 

 

 

Personally I would have nothing against an enlarged Urupa (if pedestrian access is maintained eg. 

H2H walkway). This would make Ngati Wheke responsible for the maintenance of the area and put 

the decision how to defend (or not) against sea level rise into their court. 

No.3 

Hi, 

I am a mother of a child with a mobility disability and a Purau resident  

Please see below and how you have been involved in the process by CCC and mentioned as 

being agreeable to taking away the easy access to the Purau beach. 

I find this a backward step for the disabled community.  

The following has been copied and pasted from a email sent to Purau community from CCC 

and also a response on a post from Diamond Harbour face book page. 
 

Facebook. 

Please read CCC response to question raised about disability access on the Western side 
of Purau foreshore. This area at the moment has the best access for people with mobility 
issues to the beach and to be included in activities as you can drive on to the large 
grassed area and have easy access to the picnic tables. 
In their new plans for the western side of Purau foreshore this area will have no drive 
on access and picnic tables will be removed. 
There is no provision in their plans to provide a substitute. I think this is a shame and a 
step backwards for our community. This is all happening very fast with a meeting 
planed on Monday. 
Shame on the Disabled persons assembly! 
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Purau Foreshore Development Plan  
Deputation-Jill Rice
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Geomagnetic survey results

Ground Penetrating Radar results

Survey Results with 2006 Landscape Work
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Purau Foreshore Proposed Redevelopment Plan-Jill Rice 08/09/2025. 

Purau Recreation Ground Proposal. 

Happy to see that the toilets will remain in their existing location although there are still some 

concerns about the costs to maintain the toilets with monthly sucker trucks and access to water. 

Good to see the natural play area and steps to the stream have been removed from the plan after 

taking into consideration the frequent flooding events we experience in Purau. 

Foreshore Plan Proposal Eastern Side of the Bridge. 

Happy to see the removal of posts and ropes from the landscape plan, this is more in keeping with 

our natural landscape. 

Additional benches and picnic table are welcomed however the underlying issues are that this part 

of the foreshore is eroding rapidly and funds would be better spent protecting this area instead of on 

some temporary assets. 

Foreshore Plan Proposal for Western side of the Bridge. 

The Western foreshore is the most expansive scenic, sheltered and beach accessible area. Easier 

access for young families, the elderly and disabled. The Eastern foreshore is hidden behind small 

sand dunes with less of a view and right beside the road corridor. There is nothing better than on a 

sunny day to see hoards of families on the western foreshore, boating, playing and picnicking. Purau 

has been a traditional spot for well over a century. 

Council is happy to retain informal parking along the Eastern end of Purau Avenue and Camp Bay 

however restricting parking on the Western foreshore will put more pressure on parking forcing cars 

to park on the side of the road instead of off-road. This is a hazard and the newly created picnic table 

areas will be surrounded by cars, I am concerned about the safety implications this will have. 

How can the community board approve a plan that will restrict the public from a wonderful amenity 

given most of this land is reclaimed land, the Bader 2024 report supports this.  

I have the upmost respect for the land that was once part of our Iwi’s settlement. But I find it hard to 

accept that restricting access and activities to the Western foreshore area when most of this land is 

new land.  

The old road which was more north of the current road/seaward side was dug up and moved to it’s 

currents position in the 1930’s. This land is excavated disturbed land.  

The land beyond this was excavated and landscaped in 2006 and infilled with new farm topsoil.  

The land beyond this is reclaimed land.  

Through time the foreshore has been removed and reduced by Tsunamis and storms, the spirit of 

this land still remains sacred. However, to restrict the use of everyone’s new reclaimed land which 

continues to grow is reaching beyond the scope of the sensitivities.  

NEW Signage for acknowledging the history in Purau should be a collaboration between residents, 

Iwi and Council. 
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