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Collecting at Akaroa Museum

Why, how and what
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Statement of purpose:
Akaroa Museum collects, preserves, researches, interprets, displays 
and otherwise makes available to the public, material and information 
relating to the natural and cultural heritage of Banks Peninsula.

“1.2 Museum development overview
Akaroa Museum meets a public demand for the preservation and 
interpretation of the unique heritage and history of Banks Peninsula.”
Akaroa Museum Acquisitions and Disposals Policy, p. 3. 

Why:
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How:
Three methods of collecting are:

1. Active collecting

2. Opportunistic collecting

3. Passive collecting
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Opportunistic collecting
2019.42.1 – the Stanford Family 
Pātaka Cabinet. This is co-owned by 
the Akaroa Museum and CAG. A 
different approach to collecting. 
FoAM paid Akaroa Museum’s portion 
of the acquisition price 
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How:
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How:
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How:
1. Entry – for objects that arrive at the front desk there is an Entry Form that captures key details, and has some legal information. For more high valued objects, e.g. fine art, we have a Deed of Gift form. Both of 

these have been read and edited by Council’s legal team 

NB, duty of care – technically, once an object comes into the museum we have a duty of care over it, even if 
we don’t want it. 

Foundlings – sometimes things are left on 
the doorstep after hours: no information, no 
donor, no context. Abandoned things 
technically exist in no-mans-land. There is 
no one to sign it over to the museum and we 
need to take care of it. 
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Research may need to be carried out 

2025.14.2 Patu muka [pestle or beater] 

Arrived in museum identified as a Mahe 
[stone sinker]. Thought that was 
incorrect and consulted with Hatesa at 
Canterbury Museum and Dougal Austin 
at Te Papa to confirm identification as 
an unusually small patu muka [pestle or 
beater] – as Hatessa said, “a travel 
friendly version”

How:
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How:
1. Entry – for objects that arrive at the front desk there is an Entry Form that captures key details, and has some legal information. For more high valued objects, e.g. fine art, we have a Deed of Gift form. Both of 

The decision to collect or not to collect hinges on weighing up the value of the object as primary 
evidence. these have been read and edited by Council’s legal team 

2. NB, duty of care – once an object comes into the museum we have a duty of care over it, even if we don’t want it. 
3. Entry of proposed acquisitions is also a potential risk to the rest of the collection – objects or their packaging might inadvertently transfer pests, moulds etc. Therefore there is a period of holding and quarantine. 
4. Research may need to be carried out to help determine is an object is relevant and useful for adding to the collection – e.g. 2025.14.2 Patu muka [pestle or beater] 

“The proposed acquisition must meet the parameters outlined in this document and be useful to the 
Museum in fulfilling its mission. It is preferable that an object is richly informative.” 
(A&D Policy, p. 9 – emphasis added.) 
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What:

“Although the collections have been developed around a variety of 
themes… a key shared theme is an association with Banks 
Peninsula related individuals and families/whānau.” 
Akaroa Museum Acquisitions and Disposals Policy, p. 6. 

Collection categories: archaeology; archives and ephemera; 
costume and textiles; fine art; library; natural history; photography 
and postcards; social history; taonga 
Akaroa Museum Acquisitions and Disposals Policy, pp. 6-8. 
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What:
Example 1
2025.11.1 Manuscript
James Scott of Le Bons Bay - travel and 
work 1883-1885

A memoir about itinerant work in the mid-
1880s. James Edward Scott (1865-1953) 
travels south in his first trip, returns to Le 
Bons, then leaves to travel north. After an 
accident returns back to Le Bons Bay. 

Although away from family, community 
and church, he is not isolated. Brothers 
and friends follow and meet up with him, 
and he is able to return home unlike 
migrant workers (as in Fairburn’s 
atomisation thesis – bondless, lonely 
migrants and the high suicide rate of the 
time)



Akaroa Museum Advisory Committee 
20 August 2025   

 

Page 15 

A
tt

a
ch

m
e

n
t 

A
  

It
e

m
 5

 

  



Akaroa Museum Advisory Committee 
20 August 2025   

 

Page 16 

A
tt

a
ch

m
e

n
t 

A
  

It
e

m
 5

 

  

What:
Example 2
2025.13.1-.12 Sales samples
Akaroa Homespun Tweeds, 1938-1949

Eleven bundles of tweed samples, 
showing the variety of colourways 
available. Each swatch numbered. 

This collection can operate as an index to 
the variety of colourways available from 
the Akaroa weaver. It could be used to 
help identify tweed in the future. NB no 
herringbone tweeds in the collection. So a 
different selection of tweeds to the 
existing tweed sampler in the collection.  
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