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Draft Local Alcohol
Policy
Hearings
June 2025
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The process so far…
2024 2025

Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Research and engagement

Issues and options

Consultation Hearings Notification period

Council decision
to commence LAP
development

Council decision to
continue LAP
development

Council decision to
engage community
on possible options

Engagement

Drafting Analysis

Council decision to
notify finalised LAP

LAP enters into force
except provisions
relating to trading hours

Trading hours
provisions
enter into force

Council decision
to consult on
draft LAP

Deliberation
and finalisation

WE ARE
HERE
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A reminder of what we consulted on

2 July 2025

Policy 1

Reduce trading hours for all
off-licences to 9pm daily

Policy 2

Freeze on new off-licences in
high deprivation areas

Policy 3

Restrict new bottle stores
locating near sensitive sites

Who?

What?

Where?

Policy

All off-licences

Reduce maximum trading
hours for off-licences from
7am – 9pm, Mon-Sun

District wide

All new off-licences
Exemption available where primary purpose of their
business is not the sale and supply of alcohol.

Restrict new off-licences
establishing in areas of
high deprivation

Areas with a deprivation
score of 8 - 10

New bottle stores
Exemption available where applicant can
demonstrate mitigations of community concerns.

Restrict new bottle stores
near primary & secondary
schools & addiction/
rehabilitation facilities.

District wide but different
settings for Central City
and Banks Peninsula
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The approach

2 July 2025

415 submissions received

2,790 views on
Kōrero mai | Let’s Talk

Special Consultative Procedure

Open 17 April to 18 May

Consultation emails sent to 7,304 stakeholders

2 community meetings, 1 webinar

Print advertising campaign in local papers

Printed material in all libraries and service centres,
stands in libraries in or adjacent to high dep. areas
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Who did we hear from?

2 July 2025

? 415 consultation responses  received, including:

40 from licence holders

366 from individuals

49 from organisations

6 from community groups

5 from Community Boards
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What we’ve heard
• There are a wide range of views about the impact that alcohol has on communities in

Christchurch and Banks Peninsula and the most appropriate way to address this; we
heard divided views from the community that often were strong on each side.

• Our communities are concerned about the impacts that alcohol related harm has;
some are concerned about the ease with which alcohol can be accessed in the city and
the disproportionate impact this has on vulnerable communities and individuals.

• There is a desire for a proportionate and effective approach to addressing alcohol
related harm in Christchurch and Banks Peninsula.

• Consistent with feedback and themes that we’ve seen in previous engagement.

2 July 2025
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Local Alcohol Policy

Dr Ruth Spearing
CNZM  FRACP  FRCPA

University of Otago
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Foetal Alcohol Syndrome

• Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) devastating lifelong,
irreversible neurodevelopmental disorder caused by exposure
to alcohol before birth

• THE leading cause of preventable intellectual disabilities in NZ

• Costs NZ about $4.8 billion per year, more than 1/2 of the
estimated cost of alcohol harm in New Zealand per year ($9.1
billion)
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F A S D
• Estimated 1800-3000 babies born with FASD each year in NZ

• Experience complex behavioural, learning, intellectual and
physical problems that persist throughout their lives

• This results in poor educational and employment outcomes,
increased benefit dependence, interaction with the criminal
justice system and with alcohol, drug and mental health services
as well as an increased early death rate
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These individuals have no “freedom of choice”
• International data confirms that longer opening hours leads to

increased alcohol consumption, and increased alcohol
consumption is known to lead to more FASD

• Common sense indicates that late night sales of alcohol relates to
increase potentially unplanned / unprotected sex

• I don’t believe the LAP goes far enough in looking at the closing
hours of ALL places that sell alcohol

• Please think of FASD when thinking about the impacts of your
policies
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International data shows closing hours the most
important aspect of reducing alcohol harm

• Closing hours is a very powerful way of reducing risks from alcohol
– NZ paper by O’Connor showed reduced harm when closing was
reduced to even 4 am from no closing times

• I strongly support the Council’s proposal to reduce the off licence
trading hours to 9 pm but I would like to see their opening delayed
to 9am

• I would like to see central city bars/nightclubs closing at 2 am and
suburban  ones at midnight
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Density of Off Licences Important for reducing
harm – and called for by people in areas of Chch
• I strongly support the proposal for no new off licences in decile 8-

10 but believe this should include decile 7 as well – there is a risk
otherwise that there will be an increased density in these areas,
which is already high

• I support the restriction of the bottle stores from within 200m of
schools and addiction/rehabilitation centres but believe that for
bottle stores this should include the 4 Avenues area, and for
outside this area, it should also include bars and nightclubs

• AND should include other areas where there is a high density of
young people eg the Bus Exchange
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Thank you for the chance to present on this
very important topic

Please think of these kids and other like them when
you make your decisions
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Police Alcohol Harm Data
National Alcohol Harm Viewer

Within 1.2km of The Cathedral
Four Avenues – Existing Premises

Previous 5 years

May 2020 to May 2025

1
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These documents are the property of New Zealand Police and as such must be handled, stored and disseminated in accordance with the Security in NZ Government Departments procedures applicable to its security classification.
Unauthorised possession, duplication or transmission of the document's contents is an offence under section 50 of the Policing Act 2008, carrying a maximum penalty of 3 months imprisonment, or a fine of $2000.

IN CONFIDENCE

IN CONFIDENCE

1. This report is to inform the Canterbury District Alcohol Harm Prevention Team in relation to The scntral business District, within the Four Avenues,
Christchurch.

2. Alcohol a Contributing Factor (ACF) data was drawn from the Police NIA and CARD systems from the period of 4 years. Event types are those at the
time of closure. 2020 and 2025 are incomplete years.

3. It is important to note that both the 2019-2020 and the 2020-2021 periods include data from COVID-19 Alert Level 3 and Alert Level 4 lockdowns,
likely effecting ACF demand for alcohol related event types.

4. The area for the stats, was limited to a one kilometre radius surrounding this location.

5. The data analysed offence/incident types that have had alcohol confirmed as a contributing Factor to the incident.

6. This is now known as AFC data (Alcohol Contributing Factor).

SUMMARY

2
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These documents are the property of New Zealand Police and as such must be handled, stored and disseminated in accordance with the Security in NZ Government Departments procedures applicable to its security classification.
Unauthorised possession, duplication or transmission of the document's contents is an offence under section 50 of the Policing Act 2008, carrying a maximum penalty of 3 months imprisonment, or a fine of $2000.

IN CONFIDENCE

IN CONFIDENCE

SATELLITE VIEW

Four Avenue Business District

3
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These documents are the property of New Zealand Police and as such must be handled, stored and disseminated in accordance with the Security in NZ Government Departments procedures applicable to its security classification.
Unauthorised possession, duplication or transmission of the document's contents is an offence under section 50 of the Policing Act 2008, carrying a maximum penalty of 3 months imprisonment, or a fine of $2000.

IN CONFIDENCE

IN CONFIDENCE

SENSITIVE SITES

4

(16)

(6)

(7)



Council 
11 June 2025   

 

Page 20 

A
tt

a
ch

m
e

n
t 

C
  

It
e

m
 4

 

  

These documents are the property of New Zealand Police and as such must be handled, stored and disseminated in accordance with the Security in NZ Government Departments procedures applicable to its security classification.
Unauthorised possession, duplication or transmission of the document's contents is an offence under section 50 of the Policing Act 2008, carrying a maximum penalty of 3 months imprisonment, or a fine of $2000.

IN CONFIDENCE

IN CONFIDENCE

LICENCED PREMISES IN AREA (1km Radius)

5

(23)

(298)
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These documents are the property of New Zealand Police and as such must be handled, stored and disseminated in accordance with the Security in NZ Government Departments procedures applicable to its security classification.
Unauthorised possession, duplication or transmission of the document's contents is an offence under section 50 of the Policing Act 2008, carrying a maximum penalty of 3 months imprisonment, or a fine of $2000.

IN CONFIDENCE

IN CONFIDENCE

DEPRIVATION MAP

6
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These documents are the property of New Zealand Police and as such must be handled, stored and disseminated in accordance with the Security in NZ Government Departments procedures applicable to its security classification.
Unauthorised possession, duplication or transmission of the document's contents is an offence under section 50 of the Policing Act 2008, carrying a maximum penalty of 3 months imprisonment, or a fine of $2000.

IN CONFIDENCE

IN CONFIDENCE

LEGEND

7
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These documents are the property of New Zealand Police and as such must be handled, stored and disseminated in accordance with the Security in NZ Government Departments procedures applicable to its security classification.
Unauthorised possession, duplication or transmission of the document's contents is an offence under section 50 of the Policing Act 2008, carrying a maximum penalty of 3 months imprisonment, or a fine of $2000.

IN CONFIDENCE

IN CONFIDENCE

ALCOHOL CONTRIBUTING FACTORS

May 2020 – May 2025
9520 incidents over this time

8

1471

1969

1701
1780

1897

702

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Incidents per Year
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These documents are the property of New Zealand Police and as such must be handled, stored and disseminated in accordance with the Security in NZ Government Departments procedures applicable to its security classification.
Unauthorised possession, duplication or transmission of the document's contents is an offence under section 50 of the Policing Act 2008, carrying a maximum penalty of 3 months imprisonment, or a fine of $2000.

IN CONFIDENCE

IN CONFIDENCE

9
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These documents are the property of New Zealand Police and as such must be handled, stored and disseminated in accordance with the Security in NZ Government Departments procedures applicable to its security classification.
Unauthorised possession, duplication or transmission of the document's contents is an offence under section 50 of the Policing Act 2008, carrying a maximum penalty of 3 months imprisonment, or a fine of $2000.

IN CONFIDENCE

IN CONFIDENCE

A C F - BY TIME OF DAY

ACF in the area has a consistent demand between 10pm-2am which peaks at 12am.

ACF are at their lowest in the morning between 5am and 9am.

10
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These documents are the property of New Zealand Police and as such must be handled, stored and disseminated in accordance with the Security in NZ Government Departments procedures applicable to its security classification.
Unauthorised possession, duplication or transmission of the document's contents is an offence under section 50 of the Policing Act 2008, carrying a maximum penalty of 3 months imprisonment, or a fine of $2000.

IN CONFIDENCE

IN CONFIDENCE

A C F - BY DAY

Occurrences

Events

11
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National Public Health Service
Presentation to Christchurch City Council on their

Draft Local Alcohol Policy
11th June 2025



Council 
11 June 2025   

 

Page 28 

A
tt

a
ch

m
e

n
t 

D
  

It
e

m
 4

 

  

Presenters
Dr Cheryl Brunton, Medical Officer of Health

Dr Ruth Spearing, Haematologist
Professor Joe Boden, Researcher

Dr Laura Joyce, Emergency Medicine Specialist



Council 
11 June 2025   

 

Page 29 

A
tt

a
ch

m
e

n
t 

D
  

It
e

m
 4

 

  

Alcohol is no ordinary commodity
• Alcohol harm is not confined to people who drink

alcohol or to those who drink irresponsibly or to
intoxication

• Alcohol causes both acute and chronic harmful
effects across the lifespan - there is no risk-free
dose of alcohol

• Evidence-based Local Alcohol Policies are an
important tool in reducing the harm caused by
alcohol in our communities
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Alcohol and Cancer

• International Agency for Research on Cancer classified alcohol as
a Group 1 (highest risk) carcinogen in 1987

• Same category as smoking and asbestos

• Most clearly associated with mouth, throat, oesophagus, breast
and bowel – almost certainly also contributes to other cancers

• Alcohol is broken down into acetaldehyde, a toxin that damages
DNA
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A woman drinking 2 drinks a day had 30% higher risk
of cancer than those  drinking  < 1 drink per week
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We have a big problem with mental health and
suicide in Aotearoa New Zealand

• About 1/3 of adults in Aotearoa NZ experience depression or
anxiety (New Zealand Health Survey 2022/3)

• Aotearoa NZ has the highest youth suicide rate in the OECD
(UNICEF, 2025)

• Alcohol consumption plays a key role in depression, anxiety
and suicidal behaviour
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Alcohol is a cause of mental health disorders

• Alcohol is a cause of major depression: problem drinking doubles
the risk of developing major depression (Boden & Fergusson, Christchurch Health
and Development Study, 2011)

• Alcohol is also a cause of suicidal behaviour: severe alcohol use
disorder increases the risk of suicidal behaviour by 50% (Crossin et al,
Christchurch Health and Development Study, 2022)

• One quarter of all suicide attempts involve acute alcohol use
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How can we reduce the incidence of mental
health disorders caused by alcohol?
• One key to reducing mental health disorders in the population is to

reduce the amount of alcohol that is being consumed (Babor, 2022)

• The proposed Christchurch Local Alcohol Policy has a key component
to accomplish this: reducing the availability of alcohol by…

• Reducing hours where alcohol is available for sale (off-license)
• Reducing the density of licensed premises

• The LAP will reduce alcohol consumption, and reduce the incidence of
major depression and suicidal behaviour in the Christchurch area



Council 
11 June 2025   

 

Page 35 

A
tt

a
ch

m
e

n
t 

D
  

It
e

m
 4

 

  

901 deaths

1,250 cancers

30,000 hospitalisations

129,000 ACC claims

In Aotearoa NZ, in just one year, alcohol accounted for
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Injuries account for

1/3 of all alcohol-attributable deaths

44% of all alcohol-attributable hospitalisations
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Presenting to ED
with an injury
while intoxicated

5x risk of death
in following year
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Alcohol affects EVERY person in the ED

Not only those who are intoxicated
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The National Public Health Service:
• Strongly supports the proposed reduction in trading hours for off-

licenses to 9.00pm
• Also recommends a reduction in trading hours for on-licences to

3.00am (CCZ and entertainment precincts) and 1.00am (suburbs)
• Strongly supports the freeze on new off-licences in high deprivation

areas (and suggests this should include deciles 7-10)
• Supports restrictions on proximity of new bottle stores to sensitive sites

(and suggests this should also include early childhood centres)
• Recommends a discretionary condition restricting external alcohol

advertising and signage on all licensed premises
• Recommends the inclusion of drink serve limits (maximum 2 drinks per

serve) for special licensed events (particularly large events)
• Recommends restriction of same day deliveries of alcohol after 7.00pm
• Recommends prohibition of buy now pay later services at off-licences
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SUPER LIQUOR HOLDINGS
SUBMISSION

- CHRISTCHURCH DRAFT LAP -

11 June 2025
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MAXIMUM TRADING HOURS

1. We are open to a change in hours but must be the same for all

2. Why would Council provide an exemption for remote sellers
- Intentionally or unintentionally?

• Does nothing to reduce alcohol related harm

• Shifts customer behaviour and creates a commercial

advantage for remote sellers.

• Inconsistent with the Object of the Act and what the

Christchurch City Council intended for its LAP
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MAXIMUM TRADING HOURS

Exemption for remote sellers doesn’t make sense:

1. Compliance: Remote sellers do not have the same
compliance or licensing requirements as retail stores

2. Increase of Remote licenses:
• Potential for opportunists
• Delivery of alcohol at late hours
• Consumption in private or public places.

3. Does not Align with the Object of the Draft LAP
The aim to reduce alcohol-related harm and promote
responsible consumption.
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REMOTE SELLER EXAMPLES

QUICK LARGE DISCOUNTS CHEAP
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We believe….

“The Committee may impose a condition further restricting
the hours alcohol may be delivered if sold remotely from
those set out in section 59 of the Act”.

For example;

Super Liquor would support a condition that deliveries by
Remote Sellers would be restricted up to the closing time of
Off Premise stores.

DISCRETIONARY CONDITION REMOTE OFF-LICENCES
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1. RESTRICTION ON THE LOCATION OF NEW BOTTLE STORES

Super Liquor believes that each application should be judged
on its own merits - Quality over Quantity

• Why is the following exemption offered?

“An applicant can apply for an exemption to this policy
provision if they can show in their application that the
primary purpose of their business is not the sale and supply
of alcohol”.

RESTRICTION ON THE LOCATION OF NEW LICENSES
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2. How are the distances measured in regards to sensitive sites?

Policy requires clarification.

Marlborough Draft LAP defines this as being “this distance is to
be measured as a pedestrian would travel via footpath, road
reserve or any other public place””

RESTRICTION ON THE LOCATION OF NEW LICENSES
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WHY ARE ON PREMISE NOT TREATED IN THE SAME WAY?

3. Why are On Premises not treated in the same way?

The Draft LAP does not have a similar condition for ON-licences.

Why?

We are not sure why this condition is imposed solely on off
premises licences.

Super Liquor submits that consistency is
key when granting a licence
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Thank You
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Local Alcohol Policy

Council Workshop
19 June 2025
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Recap

• Council, 16 April 2025
9. Local Alcohol Policy – Proposed Draft LAP for Consultation

Council Resolved CNCL/2025/00192

That the Council:

1. Receives the information in the Local Alcohol Policy - Proposed Draft LAP for Consultation
Report and attachments.

2. Notes that the decision in this report is assessed as high significance based on the
Christchurch City Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy.

3. Approves the proposed draft Local Alcohol Policy (Attachment A of this report) for public
consultation, including any carried amendments made at the meeting.

4. Delegates responsibility to the Chief Executive to make changes to the draft Local Alcohol
Policy and the consultation document to reflect any resolutions passed at the meeting.

Mayor/Deputy Mayor Carried

COUNCIL DIRECTION

Consult community
on draft LAP (as amended)

Amend draft LAP
Sensitive sites
• Bottle stores only
• 50m in Banks Peninsula
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The process so far…
2024 2025

Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Research and engagement

Issues and options

Consultation Hearings Notification period

Council decision
to commence LAP
development

Council decision to
continue LAP
development

Council decision to
engage community
on possible options

Engagement

Drafting Analysis

Council decision to
notify finalised LAP

LAP enters into force
except provisions
relating to trading hours

Trading hours
provisions
enter into force

Council decision
to consult on
draft LAP

Deliberation
and finalisation

WE ARE
HERE
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Next steps

PROCESS

PRODUCTS

19 June
Council deliberations

on draft LAP and
submissions

Deliberation

Mid-July
Council decision on

finalised LAP

Decision

Late July
If approved, LAP
publicly notified

Notification

*Note: Policies relating to changes of trading hours must not
be brought into effect earlier than three months after
notification – Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012, s.90(2)(a)

Late August
LAP adopted 30 days

after notification

Adoption

Entry into force*

Policies 2 and 3

Late August
Policy 1

Late October

LAP

Council-approved
LAP for notification

and subsequent
adoption

Council Report

Containing
finalised LAP for
Council approval

Commencement
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Reminder: On what we consulted

2 July 2025

POLICIES
as consulted

• Reducing trading hours can reduce harm.

• Most alcohol-related harm occurs at night
or in early hours of the morning.

• Maximum off-licence
trading hours of
7am to 9pm
Monday to Sunday.

• Applies to all (new
and existing) off-
licences in the district.

RATIONALE

PURPOSE • To restrict late-night purchases of alcohol
for unsupervised consumption including
when people have been drinking already.

• Stakeholder and community concerns
about off-licence proliferation in these areas.

• There are more off-licensed premises (and
on-licences) in higher deprivation areas than
in areas with lower levels of deprivation.

• Freeze on new licences will prevent further
concentration of off-licences in these areas.

• No new off-licences
where deprivation
scores 8 or more.

• Exemption available.

• To minimise exposure to alcohol of
potentially vulnerable populations.

• No new bottle stores
near* primary or
secondary schools, or
addiction facilities.

• Does not apply in
City Centre Zone.

• Exemption available.

POLICY 1

Reduce trading
hours for all

off-licences to
9pm daily

POLICY 2

Freeze on new off-
licences in high

deprivation areas

POLICY 3

Restrict new
bottle stores
locating near

sensitive sites

• To reduce the disproportionate levels of
alcohol-related harm experienced by
higher deprivation communities.

• Community preferences that bottle stores
are not located near sites where exposure to
alcohol should be minimised, or certain
parts of the population may be vulnerable.

*POLICY 3: RESTRICTIONS BY LOCATION

*Location Schools Addiction
facilities

Banks Peninsula 50m 50m

Central City 50m 100m

Rest of District 200m 200m
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Key considerations

2 July 2025

Evidence
What does our research show?

Community preferences
Does the policy align with the views and
preferences of our community?

kg
Proportionality
Is the policy a proportionate response to the
issue being addressed?

Practicality
Can the policy be understood and
used/applied easily?

Legislation

Is the policy consistent with the Sale and
Supply of Alcohol Act 2012?

Object of the Act
• The sale, supply, and consumption of

alcohol is undertaken safely and
responsibly.

• Harm caused by inappropriate or excessive
consumption of alcohol is minimised.

Scope
• Must relate to alcohol licensing.
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Who did we hear from?

2 July 2025

? 415 submissions received, including:

40 from licence holders

366 from individuals

49 from organisations

6 from community groups

5 from Community Boards
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Overview: Support for the policies as consulted

2 July 2025

POLICIES
as consulted

FEEDBACK

Summary

Policy 1

Reduce trading hours for all
off-licences to 9pm daily

Policy 2

Freeze on new off-licences in
high deprivation areas

Policy 3

Restrict new bottle stores locating near
sensitive sites

Support the proposal 57%

Support part of this proposal 9%

Do not support the proposal 34%

Not sure 0%

Support the proposal 63%

Support part of this proposal 10%

Do not support the proposal 24%

Not sure 4%

Central
City

Banks
Peninsula

Rest of
District

Support the proposal 63% 64% 64%

Support part of this proposal 12% 10% 13%

Do not support the proposal 21% 21% 20%

Not sure 5% 5% 3%
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Policy 1 Reducing Off-Licence Trading Hours

57%

9%

34%

0.5%

Support the proposal Support part of this proposal
Do not support the proposal Not sure

Do you support the proposal to reduce all off-licensed retailers' maximum trading hours to 9pm across Christchurch and Banks Peninsula?

• Feel alcohol is already too readily available
• Support for settings that will reduce late night harm & nuisance and

make communities safer
• Concern that the current rules enable late night top ups, often made

when judgement is already impaired

Su
pp

or
t

Generally supported the intent, but:
• Suggested changes to the maximum trading hours
• Asked for consistent rules for all off licences (including remote sellers)
• Asked for the policy to be more restrictive (e.g. address morning hours)

Su
pp

or
t P

ar
t

• Overreach from the Council
• Adults should be free to decide when they purchase and consume

alcohol
• Questioned whether it would have any meaningful impact
• Concerned about the impacts on business

O
pp

os
eRatio

For every seven submitters who supported the
proposed settings, one suggested changes to
the proposed maximum trading hours.
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Policy 2 Freeze on new off-licences in high deprivation areas

63%

10%

24%

3%

Support the proposal Support part of this proposal

Do not support the proposal Not sure

Do you support a freeze on granting an off-licence to new premises in areas that service high deprivation communities?

• Feel that there are already sufficient places to purchase alcohol in these
areas, some expressed concern about the current level of availability

• Support settings that will protect communities vulnerable to, and
disproportionately affected by alcohol related harm

• Associate easy access to alcohol with more alcohol related harm

Su
pp

or
t

Generally support the goal of reducing alcohol related harm, but:
• Are concerned that it unfairly targets certain areas of the city
• Opposed the proposed exemption for supermarkets
• Suggested more restrictive settings (e.g. include decile 7)
• Have concerns about effectiveness and economic impactsSu

pp
or

t P
ar

t

• Feel that the policy is unfair, discriminatory and inequitable
• Questioned whether the policy would have any meaningful impact
• Feel that the policy impinges on personal freedoms and the free market
• Have a view that people will simply travel further to access alcoholO

pp
os

e

For every ten submitters who supported the
proposed deprivation deciles 8, 9, and 10, one
suggested including different areas.
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Policy 3 Restrict new bottle stores locating near sensitive sites
Do you support restricting new bottle stores from opening within 200 metres of sensitive sites in Christchurch?

64%
13%

20%

3%

Support the proposal Support part of this proposal

Do not support the proposal Not sure

• Support intent to protect vulnerable members of the community
• Feel that there are already a large number of places to purchase alcohol

and their communities don’t need any more in them, particularly
around sensitive sites

• Agree that the proposed policy settings would support safer and
healthier environments

Su
pp

or
t

Generally support the goal of reducing alcohol related harm, but:
• Suggested alternative distances to those proposed
• Wanted the definition of “sensitive sites” broadened to include

additional sites and facilities
• Want a more case by case approach, as opposed to blanket rulesSu

pp
or

t P
ar

t

• Questioned whether the policy would have any meaningful impact
• Many supported the restrictions only around addiction/rehabilitation

centres
• Provided existing rules and restrictions are properly enforced, risk of

bottle stores around schools is negligible

O
pp

os
eFor every eight submitters who supported the

proposed settings, one provided an alternative
suggestion.
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Policy 3 Restrict new bottle stores locating near sensitive sites
Do you support restricting new bottle stores from opening within 50 metres of sensitive sites in the Banks Peninsula and 50/100 metres in the Central City ?

• Most submitters supported the proposed settings for Banks
Peninsula

• Supporters appreciated the need for a tailored approach and felt it
strikes the right balance

• Submitters who opposed either felt the buffer was too short or
called for consistency with citywide rules

Banks Peninsula

• Mixed feedback on proposed central city settings

• Supporters emphasised the area's unique role

• Submitters who opposed are concerned about weakened
protections for vulnerable groups and inconsistency

• Suggestions included larger buffer zones and applying consistent
rules citywide for clarity and fairness

Central City

64%
10%

21%

5%

Support the proposal Support part of this proposal

Do not support the proposal Not sure

Support the proposal Support part of this proposal

Do not support the proposal Not sure

63%
12%

21%

5%
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Summary of what we heard

2 July 2025

• Submitters who supported the Draft Local Alcohol Policy in part, generally supported the
intent of the policy, but called for stronger restrictions in specific areas.

• Opposition was primarily driven by scepticism about the effectiveness of, or need for, a
Local Alcohol Policy.

Submitters provided a broad range of views on the extent to which the Local Alcohol
Policy should restrict the sale and supply of alcohol – both for and against.

There is a strong desire to reduce alcohol-related harm in our communities and
protect vulnerable members of our communities.

Ease of access to alcohol, both the hours it is available and its widespread availability
across the city, is a concern for many.

Overall, most submitters supported the proposed settings, viewing them as
balanced and proportionate.



Council 
11 June 2025   

 

Page 63 

A
tt

a
ch

m
e

n
t 

A
  

It
e

m
 3

 

  

Deliberation

2 July 2025

POLICY 1

Reduce trading
hours for all

off-licences to
9pm daily

POLICY 2

Freeze on new off-
licences in high

deprivation areas

POLICY 3

Restrict new
bottle stores
locating near

sensitive sites

Support for the
policies as
consulted

QUESTION
for deliberation

Policies as
consulted

AT A GLANCE

Proceed to finalising draft policies 1 to 3 as consulted?
Additional

questions for
deliberation
if required

• No new bottle stores near
primary or secondary schools,
or addiction facilities.

• Does not apply to renewals or
change of business ownership.

• Does not apply in CCZ.

• Exemption available.

• Maximum off-licence
trading hours of 7am to
9pm Monday to Sunday.

• Applies to all (new and
existing) off-licences in
the district.

• No new off-licences in
areas with a deprivation
score of 8 or more.

• Does not apply to renewals
or change of business
ownership.

• Exemption available.

57% of submitters supported the proposed
settings, 9% supported in part, and 34%
opposed.

Ratio
7 submitters supported: 1 requested
change to maximum trading hours.

63% of submitters supported the proposed
settings, 10% supported in part, and 24%
opposed.

Ratio
10 submitters supported: 1 requested
change to areas covered.

64% of submitters supported the proposed
settings, 13% supported in part, and 20%
opposed.

63% supported the proposal for the central
city, 64% supported the proposal for Banks
Peninsula

Ratio
8 submitters supported: 1 requested change

POLICY 1 POLICY 2 POLICY 3
• Define areas of high deprivation differently?

Apply buffer?
• Retain primary purpose exemption?

• Broaden definition of sensitive sites?
• Retain proposed distances and licence types?
• Also apply to CCZ?

• Different maximum trading hours?
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Reflections

2 July 2025

Summarising the Council’s deliberations
and confirming direction
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Maps

Local Alcohol Policy
July 2025
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Maps
Map Code Map
P2 Policy 2 – Proposed Policy 2 (as consulted): High-Deprivation SA2s (Decile 8–10)

P2.1 Policy 2 – Post-Consultation: High-Deprivation SA2s (Decile 8–10) + 500m Buffer

P2.2 Policy 2 – Post-Consultation: High-Deprivation SA2s (Decile 7–10)

P2.3 Policy 2 – Post-Consultation: High-Deprivation SA2s (Decile 7–10) + 500m Buffer

P3.01 Policy 3 – Proposed Policy 3 (as consulted): Banks Peninsula (50m from schools and addiction/rehabilitation centres)

P3.02 Policy 3 – Proposed Policy 3 settings (as consulted): Central City (50m from schools and 100m from addiction/rehabilitation centres; exclusion for the
Central City Zone)

P3.03 Policy 3 – Proposed Policy 3 settings (as consulted): Rest of District (200m from schools and addiction/rehabilitation centres)

P3.1 Policy 3 – Post-Consultation: Banks Peninsula (50m from ECEs, schools, and addiction/rehabilitation centres)

P3.2 Policy 3 – Post-Consultation: Central City (50m from ECEs, schools, and bus interchange and 100m addiction/rehabilitation centres; Central City Zone
exemption removed)

P3.3 Policy 3 – Post-Consultation: Central City (50m from ECEs and schools, and 100m addiction/rehabilitation centres; Central City Zone exemption retained)

P3.4 Policy 3 – Post-Consultation: Rest of District (200m from ECEs, schools, addiction/rehabilitation centres, Riccarton Bus Lounge, and the University of
Canterbury Campus)

P3.5 Policy 3 – Post-Consultation: Rest of District (200m from schools, addiction/rehabilitation centres, Riccarton Bus Lounge, and the University of Canterbury
Campus; 50m from ECEs)
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Map P2
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Map P2.1
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Map P2.2
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Map P2.3
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Map P3.01
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Map P3.02
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Map P3.03
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Map P3.1
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Map P3.2
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Map P3.3
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Map P3.4
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Map P3.5
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