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Coronation Library
Little River
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A very brief history

- On May 30, 1911, the Little River Domain Board decided to seek a government subsidy for a 
coronation memorial for King George V. The community was informed on June 3, with 
plans to raise £250 locally, matched by the government for a £500 project in Awa-iti 
Domain. 

- On October 17 1911, tenders for a brick Coronation Library were found to be almost double 
the £413 estimate, prompting Luttrell Bros. to propose a wooden structure. By November 3, 
Luttrell offered to build it in brick for £415, with completion expected by late 1912, and the 
proposal was accepted. The Luttrell’s were among Canterbury’s major architects of the age, 
with much work now lost

- Construction began on December 27 1911, but rain caused delays. Although completion 
was delayed, this major heritage piece, Coronation Library officially opened on March 15, 
1913.
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How Coronation Library has been used:

● The Little River Coronation Library Committee, which managed and 

maintained the building.

● Book clubs as part of the Library

● Community organizations for hosting social gatherings or meetings.

● The Wairewa County Council may have used it for community 

administration or local governance activities in addition to their own building

● A&P show committees that organized events in the nearby Awa-iti Domain.

● Little River Toy Library

● Wairewa Roll of Honor
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● Community Meetings

● Knitting/Spinning Groups

● Reading Club

● After School Care for tamariki

● Social Services and 

Community Support

● Learning opportunities

● Drama/Singing Group

● Movie/Social Nights

● Regular kaumatua hui

● Little River A&P Committee

● Home base for LRWCT

How the Trust plans to use 
Coronation Library?
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A building built for the community
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