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Submission to the Community Board Meeting 11 Sep 2023 

Takamatua Bay East End Reserve 

Kevin Simcock Chair of Takamatua Ratepayers Association 

I am here to urge that the Community Board support the proposed 

beautification and information project at the Reserve we know as the east End 

Reserve in Takmatua. 

 

It has been a 12 year effort for our Association to get to this point where it 

appears the ducks are aligned and the project has a scope and support to be 

able to proceed. I would like to especially thank Swantje Bubritzki, Megan 

Carpenter and Kerri Bowen for their can do attitude to the discussions in the 

last 12 months to make this project happen. The local Iwi have also been very 

supportive of this and other projects in our Bay working with our organisation. 

 

The TRA understands the historical significance of the Reserve and wants 

others to share both in that knowledge and the in the beauty of the 

surroundings whilst learning that history. That history is well summarised in the 

agenda documents. 

 

A sub committee of our organisation is already working on the content of the 

information panels proposed as art of the works. This is being done wit some 

of the CCC team and the Akaroa Museum and is led by our secretary Anne 

Bowden. 

 

Our Association has two Council approved contractors within the group. Adam 

Pollard of Canterbury’s leading landscape company Morgan and Pollard is one 

of those. He will be leading this project. Adam has access to the plant and the 

skills needed for the actual construction works. I am a chartered structural, civil 

and geotechnical engineer and will be responsible for signing off the structural 

and civil engineering works.  
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Both Adam and I are very familiar with working on archaeologically and 

culturally significant sites. We are looking forward to working closely with the 

relevant parties to ensure that those values are supported.  

Our Association has previously completed the restoration of the Takamatua 

Wharf as a Council Community partnership. This project was highly successful 

and gave I estimate a $3 for every $1 of CCC funds invested in terms of 

outcome.  I also personally led the construction side of the Robinsons Bay 

wharf renewal and that too gave a fantastic return in terms of CCC funds 

invested for the outcome achieved. Both projects had even more outstanding 

outcomes in terms of enhancing the spirit and belonging within those 

communities. This bringing together of communities on projects such as these 

cannot be underestimated. People get to know each other. They learn so much 

about where they live and who lives there. They form new friendships. 

 

The new cemetery entrance to the Catholic cemetery is another recent project 

that I have assisted in getting through the hoops and to completion. This 

project had major cultural and archaeological issues to navigate before it could 

happen. 

 

We note the concerns of the submitters in the Consultation process. Adam 

Pollard has prepared a list of possible plantings that are suitable for the ground 

environment. They are also planned to be sympathetic to those who reside 

adjacent to the Reserve. The Boardwalk plan is to allow walking through the 

Reserve whilst preserving its wet land type function in the existing 

environment. 

 

The Reserve project is valuable in preserving and spreading the history of this 

Harbour. It is valuable as a Community project to bring the members together. 

It will beautify an underutilised reserve. It will make maintenance of that 

reserve easier.  

 

There are so many wins with this project. I urge the Community Board to give 

its seal of approval. 
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Since 2019 Emptied by CCC Community Parks Staff BP Team 
– based in Duvauchelle.

Currently: 9 Smart Bigbelly bins, 5 static bins.

By November: 12 Smart Bigbelly bins.

Street & Park rubbish bins in Akaroa:
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