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Sunvale Reserve 
Corner of Sunvale Terrace and Bowenvale 

Avenue
Presentation Walter John (Jack) Vallance 24/07/2025



Waihoro Spreydon-Cashmere-Heathcote Community Board Information Session/Workshop 
24 July 2025   

 

Page 4 

A
tt

a
ch

m
e

n
t 

A
  

It
e

m
 2

.1
 

  

Good afternoon Board members.

We are at the meeting this afternoon to present some history associated with the purchase of the land 
associated with the established Sunvale Reserve located on the corner of Sunvale Terrace and Bowenvale 
Avenue.

We appreciate your time to consider the historic information of the site so that it maybe considered that the 
Reserve be renamed from Sunvale to the Vallance Reserve to reflect and preserve the legacy of the Bowenvale 
pioneers for future generations.
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Location of the 
Sunvale Reserve 
(corner Bowenvale 
avenue and Sunvale 
terrace)
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Aerial view of the 
Sunvale Reserve
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Street view of 
Sunvale Reserve
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The following pages 
capture the story of the 
Vallance Family as 
documented within ‘Early 
Days in Bowen Valley 
(now Bowenvale Valley)’ 
as recorded by Beverly 
Brooker (April 1993). 
This publication 
captured the stories of 
the following pioneering 
Bowen Valley families:

• George Billcliffe
• Boskell
• Campbell
• Fineran
• Knowles
• Simcock
• Vallance
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Snippet (highlighted) from the 
captured history of ‘Early 
Days in Bowen Valley ‘ 
detailing the character of 
Walter John Thomas (Wattie) 
and Eva Vallance and the 
selling of the portion of land 
for the playground on the 
corner of Sunvale Terrace and 
Bowenvale Avenue.
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Aerial photo of the 
Bowenvale Valley 
1946 (land owned 
by the Vallance 
Family highlighted)
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Aerial photo of the 
Bowenvale Valley 
1964 (land owned by 
the Vallance Family 
highlighted)
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Photo of the Bowenvale 
Valley 1994
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The Vallance family home and 
market garden 
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Walter John Thomas 
and Eva Vallance with 
Valerie and Patricia 
(daughters)
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Walter John Thomas and Eva 
Vallance
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1922 rates record of land 
owned by Walter John 
Thomas Vallance within 
Bowenvale (land owned by 
the Vallance Family 
highlighted)
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The following pages are 
records and correspondence 
between Walter John Thomas 
Vallance and the Heathcote 
county Council associated 
with the land transaction with 
the establishment of the 
Sunvale Reserve 
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Summary
• 1922: Walter John Thomas Vallance purchased part of Lot 8 in Bowenvale Avenue where a market garden was 

established growing tomatoes and produce

• May 1950: Heathcote County Council was looking for land to establish a playground so that the children of the 
local community had a safe area to play. Walter John Thomas Vallance offered a portion of his land to the 
Heathcote County Council.

• June 1950: Letter of intend of the transfer of a portion of the Vallance land for the Heathcote County Council to 
establish a playground was drafted at an agreed value of 200 pounds. The County Clerk acknowledged and 
thanked Walter John Thomas for his ‘public spirited attitude in this matter’.

• August 1950: Transfer of ownership of the land was completed and the agreed portion of land was vested with 
the Heathcote County Council

We are requesting if it is possible to consider renaming Sunvale Reserve to Vallance Reserve under the 
Christchurch City Council Naming Policy 2023 (i.e. clauses 2.2, 3.23, 3.26, 4.29) to acknowledge and preserve 
the legacy of the pioneering history of the Bowenvale Valley for future generations. The renaming of the reserve 
would:
• recognise the public spirited attitude of the Bowenvale pioneer, Walter John Thomas Vallance: Clause 2.1 (d)

• reflect and acknowledge the history of Bowenvale pioneers. The Vallance Reserve would be recognised 
alongside the former pioneers where their names take pride within the Bowenvale community (i.e. Maurice 
Knowles Lane and Fineran Lane): Clause 2.1 (e)

• ensure that the naming of the Reserve is meaningful and identifies the connection of the pioneers with the  
Bowenvale Community: Clause 2.1 (c)
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Thank you for time and we appreciate your consideration associated with this request.
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Neighbourhood Building Project
Increasing participation in the community

Addington & Waltham 
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Three Shifts
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1) New leaders emerging & growing 
confident
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