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Sunvale Reserve

Corner of Sunvale Terrace and Bowenvale
Avenue

Presentation Walter John (Jack) Vallance 24/07/2025
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Good afternoon Board members.

We are at the meeting this afternoon to present some history associated with the purchase of the land
associated with the established Sunvale Reserve located on the corner of Sunvale Terrace and Bowenvale
Avenue.

We appreciate your time to consider the historic information of the site so that it maybe considered that the
Reserve be renamed from Sunvale to the Vallance Reserve to reflect and preserve the legacy of the Bowenvale
pioneers for future generations.
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Street view of
Sunvale Reserve
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The following pages
capture the story of the
Vallance Family as
documented within ‘Early
Days in Bowen Valley
(now Bowenvale Valley)’
as recorded by Beverly
Brooker (April 1993).
This publication
captured the stories of
the following pioneering
Bowen Valley families:

* George Billcliffe
* Boskell

e Campbell

* Fineran

* Knowles

* Simcock

* Vallance
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It then transpired that the Vallance land was on the southern portion of Lot & and that
purchased by John (Jack) Cox was on the northern division so that the Cox land bordered
on Lot 9 which had been purchased by the Campbell family.

Walter Vallance resigned from the Railways on 9 March 1925 as is documented by the
excellent reference given to him at this time.

On 9 July 1927 he married Eva Henwood from Kaiapoi at St Mary’s, Addington. Walter
was now 40 years and his wife 32 years. There is a studio photograph of Eva at this time
and it shows her to be a very good looking woman. They settled in Bowen Valley where
daughters, Valerie and Patricia, and som Walter John Jnr were born. The children all
inherited their mother’s dark hair and their father's tall, slim stature.

A sketch of the house plan, a two-storied dwelling with (to begin with) minimal facilities,
and later a photograph of Jack Cox constructing it, are in the family archives. At that time
there was no sewerage in the valley and a limited water supply. When the Vallance children
were young, they can remember having to help their mother ‘bury the dog’ in the years
before the nightseil was collected. What a relief it must have been when the sewerage was
at last conmected by O'Donnell and O'Sullivan.

Many have told of the valuable contribution “Wattic' Vallance made helping the farmers
with mot only the plumbing necessary for their growing crops but also cstablishing the
important water supply to their glasshouses. His versatility with the soldering iron was
constantly in demand. With help from the Boskell brothers, Len Cox and a Mr Kiernan,
Jack Cox and Wattie Vallance were able to get their land broken in and tomatoes planted.
Along with others in the valley they began supplying Haywards, who seemed to need huge
quantities of this crop for manufacturing their tomato sauce, ete,

Son Walter John Jnr, known as Jack, used to help his father in times of emergency when
heavy frosts caused burst pipes. He alse recalls collecting the daily milk for the family
from Mrs Simcock's cows. She used to call him ‘Whitebait’ because of his acute slimness and
pale complexion as a child. Patricia used to be sent to Mrs Simcock for cherry plums and
blue diamond plums for jam making. She was not above eating a few of the cherry plums
on her return journey but recalls her first attempt at eating the larger purple blue diamonds
- ugh!

Jack Vallance, as a child, was fascinated by the huge worms, from memory a foot long,
which seemed to be busy in the valley soil. A few are still scen occasionally in the upper
reaches. Mosquitoes were plentiful as they bred in any water lying around and it was not
until spraying was done with kerosene that they were eradicated. Tt seems that the blue-
flannel-clad patients from the sanitorium ‘cottages’ up the hill were only too pleased to do
this job and the farmers were happy to reward them with tomatoes and fruit in season. It
is not known whether the hospital authorities were aware of this as they discouraged the
patients’ mixing with the local people.

It was a full, happy life for the children in the valley. The mushroom season was a busy
time when they were all out in the carly morning up the hills gathering in the harvest
before going to school, Many hours were spent fossicking for cartridge cases in the ground
on Lot 11, This was then used for sheep and cattle pens but had been the old rifle range.
Later it was purchased by Irvine Whelch from Mrs Seott, the original owner, but apparently
the new generation still looked for buried treasure for some years to come. The boys had
their special place on the hill for tobogganing and later, when the Fineran home’s steep
driveway was sealed, they used this for their trolleys, despite skinned knees and numerous
bruises from the many spills at the bottom, Many happy hours were spent at the frog pond,
which could be reached through the property of Simeon Simcock of whom the young ones
were a little wary!

Eva Vallance was an expert raspberry picker. Daughter Pat was not, so she took over the
running of the house during the school holidays while her mother and sister Valerie carned
extra money through raspberry-picking on Will Richardson's property.

One vivid memory of their childhood was mentioned by Patricia and Jack. Their father
brought home a parrot! Another incident they recalled was the finding of a baby's body
under the willow trees in the swamp at the foot of the valley.

Young Jack said he could remember Mr Cox, on the next property, leaving his large crop
of pumpkins to mature under the macrocarpa hedges which stretched along the boundary
of his land from road level up to the top of the hill. Both Wattic Vallance and Jack Cox
grew tomatoes on the top area of their land and Jack Vallance can remember a type of
‘flying fox’ on which the boxes of ripe tomatoes were hooked. The momentum gradually
increased as the heavy containers got nearer the bottom and when they landed, it was with
a considerable thump, often squashing the contents. Haywards, however, were not bothered

o
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by this as they just scooped the pile of tomatoes into their truck, mashed or not, saying that
as they were to be used for sauce-making, the condition of the harvest was immaterial!

Important services were brought to the valley by men still remembered by name. Bread
was delivered in a motorbike and side- car by Boon’s driver Claude Gallop, the postman was
a familiar figure and, like Claude Gallop, a genial character. Mr Smith was the coal
merchant who delivered coal for the ranges still used in the farmbouse kitehens in the 19208
and early 1930s,

The original Vallance building remained on the property for many years. Wattie Vallance
was a man who was apt to undercharge for the work he did - often made no charge -so
money was never very plentiful, his wife having to work hard and be a good manager as
they brought up their family. One valuable thing which Eva Vallance did over the years
was to build up the story of Bowenvale in photographs. Whenever a picture of the valley
was published in newspapers she made sure the family had a copy and these are a
wonderful record for them today.

Despite the low financial position, the Vallance family were the proud owners of a Jewett
motorcar. They have a photograph of the young family proudly clustered around this
model, which was not a fa ar one in New Zealand,

As the years went by, Wattie’s distressful breathing problem left him with less and less
energy. It was referred to as asthma but his children have wondered if this lung problem
was caused by lead poisoning brought about by the handling of so much lead pipe, often in
confined spaces, over a long period, Others in the valley have mentioned ‘he was a very sick
man' but always willing to help a neighbour when needed, Eva Vallance's jet black hair
soon turned white with the strain of managing the property and their finances,

Elder daughter Valerie married lan Evans, a sheep farmer, and Patricia married Lenard
A’Court, a police constable. Both parents died on the day after their 76th birthdays, Wattie
on 4 December 1962 and Eva on 12 December 1970,

Many years later when the Vallance land was split up for housing, a picce was sold to the
Council for a children’s playground. This is sitwated onm what is now the corner of Sunvale
Terrace and Bowenvale Avenue. Another piece of the land has been built on and is
occupied by Wattie Vallance's grandson, carrying on the Vallance name in the valley and
keeping it alive to remind us of the families of those hardworking first settlers,
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The original Vallance building remained on the property for many years. Wattic Vallance
was a man who was ant to unndercharee for the work he did - often made no charce - <o
money was never very plentiful, his wife having to work hard and be a good manager as
they brought up their family. One valuable thing which Eva Vallance did over the years
was to build up the story of Bowenvale in photographs. Whenever a picture of the valley
was published in newspapers she made sure the family had a copy and these are a
wonderful record for them today.

Despite the low financial position, the Vallance family were the proud owners of a Jewett
motorcar. They have a photograph of the young family proudly clustered around this
model, which was not a familiar one in New Zealand.

As the years went by, Wattie’s distressful breathing problem left him with less and less
energy. It was referred to as asthma but his children have wondered if this lung problem
was caused by lead poisoning brought about by the handling of so much lead pipe, often in
confined spaces, over a long period. Others in the valley have mentioned ‘he was a very sick
man’ but always willing to help a neighbour when needed. Eva Vallance’s jet black hair
soon turned white with the strain of managing the property and their finances.

Elder daughter Valerie married Ian Evans, a sheep farmer, and Patricia married Lenard
A’Court, a police constable. Both parents died on the day after their 76th birthdays, Wattie
on 4 December 1962 and Eva on 12 December 1970.

Many vears later when the Vallance land was split up for housing, a piece was sold to the
Council for a children’s playground. This is situated on what i1s now the corner of Sunvale
Terrace and Bowenvale Avenue. Another piece of the land has been built on and is
occupied by Wattie Vallance’s grandson, carrying on the Vallance name in the valley and
keeping it alive to remind us of the families of those hardworking first settlers.

Snippet (highlighted) from the
captured history of ‘Early
Days in Bowen Valley ¢
detailing the character of
Walter John Thomas (Wattie)
and Eva Vallance and the
selling of the portion of land
for the playground on the
corner of Sunvale Terrace and
Bowenvale Avenue.
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Aerial photo of the
Bowenvale Valley
1946 (land owned
by the Vallance
Family highlighted)
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Aerial photo of the
Bowenvale Valley
1964 (land owned by
the Vallance Family
highlighted)
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Photo of the Bowenvale
Valley 1994
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The Vallance family home and
market garden
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Walter John Thomas

b
k
i

and Eva Vallance with
Valerie and Patricia
(daughters)
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Walter John Thomas and Eva
Vallance
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D.F.6440  Survey of Bowenvale Avenue. Deciared st Christchurch on 22nd June 1922

Details of Rates taken from Archives for peried 192243 ko 1929/30

Lot 17

Lot | 0,P.6440
1 ot. 1924/5 HCCARRIGAN, Edvard
L pt. 1923/4 SHITH, Sydney Gerald
I pt. 1923/4 REWMELL, Bernard

pt

TA

Lot 2 pt. 1924/5 MICHELLE, Joseph Harvey
2 pt. 1924/5 KEWNEDY, Henry,
2 pt. 19243 COX, Matthew
2 pt. E927/8 BOSKELL, Saran A, Butler

Lot 3 1923/4 WOODS, Orlando Bartrus Charles

3 1927/8 BOSKELL, James Leonard

Lot 4 pt. 1923/4 WcCONMELL, Sydney Charles Hodley

4 pt.

Lot 5

Lot &

Lot 12

Lot 13

Lot 14

Lot 15

Lot 16

1924/5 LARSE, Alfred Joceph

1924/5 HITCHELL, George Hemry & Martha

1524/5 COX, John
1325/6 HODPER, Albert John

192374 KAY, John

1922/3 FINERMN, Charles Josesh

1922/3 BILLCLIFF, Mrs Thomasina Emily J

6/7 FINERAN, Wrs Framces Jane
1326/7 FINERAN, Charles J,
192748 FIMERAM, Charles I. Inr.
1923430 KMOWLES, George Albert

1922/3 BOSKELL, Clarence Allen

192243 SINCOCK, Simeon

Lot 1, D.P.6136

1923/4 SHRUBSHALL, Arthur H.

Lot 22 B,P.6440

Lot

Lot

Lot

Lok

Lot

Lot

Lot

Lot

192474 SHRUBSHALL, Arthur H,
I 1925/6 DAVIDSON, William Ernesk

1923/4 TAYLOR, Edgar
152445 - Yk Others

192576 TOOMER, Maude Edith

8 pt. 192374 COU, Jehn

B opt. 192374 VALLANCE, Walter, ]

3 1924/5 CAMPBELL, Sydney Rebert

10 1924/5 CHRISTEMSEN, Cecil Robert
I 192415 SCOTT, Wrs Margaret Greig
2 1923/4 BOSKELL, Mrs Sarah A Butler
20 pt. 1924/5 JACKSON, Henry

10 pt. 1924/5 JACKSOM, Samuel

20 pk. 192475 HENDERSOM, Mrs Emily Maude
20 pt. 1925/6 WINDRESS, Garbutt

1) pk. 1927/8 BLACK, Leslie H.

20 pt. 1928/9 BLACK, Robert

20 pt  1929/30 BLACK, Gladys Lillian

19 192475 SUOTT, Wrs Margaret Greig

18 pt. 1924/5 SCOTT, Mrs Margaret Greig

18 pt. 1924/5 SINCOCK, Simeon & Maggie

1922 rates record of land
owned by Walter John
Thomas Vallance within
Bowenvale (land owned by
the Vallance Family
highlighted)
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ADDRESS ALL TELEFHONE 32-388
GFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO
"THE COUNTY CLERK" F.O. Bax B8B83

Tjeatheote Cmmty Conneil

178 MANCHESTER STREET.
CHRISTCHURCH. C.1, N.Z,

The following pages are
records and correspondence
between Walter John Thomas
Vallance and the Heathcote
county Council associated
with the land transaction with
the establishment of the
Sunvale Reserve
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ADDRERS ALL TELEPuONE 32-385
OFFICIAL EOMMUNICATIONS TO
“THE COUNTY CLERK™ P.O. Box 082

Heatheote Countp Couneil

178 MANCHESTER STREET
CHRISTEHURSH, o1, N.Z.

8th June, 4950.

We J. Vellance,
23 EBowenvnle Avenue,
CASHMEAE, 5.2.

Dear lr. Vallsnce,
I write in appreciastion of your
offer to the Chairman snd myself this morning, to
gell to the Council the northern part of 1 r.‘.:'L.'Jirmr/-...|f
5 Ao O

width eof your property in Bowenvale which it is 5%1“25—

§

A\

)

intended to creste a caildren's playground, and I

to thaunk you sgain ler your pubiiec spirited

attitude in this matter.

The valuation of the properties
owned by your neighbours is £165, snd I have been
directed to ask if you are prepared to accept £200.

I you will let me have your
reply st an early dste, I will have thﬁllerﬂl

formalities commenced.

Yours faithfully,

ARA/PKR
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ADDmESS ALL
OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS T3
“THE COUNTY CLERK™

L. |

P.O. Hox GE3

Heathrote County Counril

178 MANGCHESTER STREET
CHRISTEHURSH, 1, N.Z.

15th June, 1950,

Neds Vallance,
nvele Avenue,
=

Mr. Vellsnce,

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter
dated 12th June 1950, accepting the Council's offer for the

purchase of a pie

* lsnd, to be used as a Children's

Playground, and have informed the Council Chairman of your

decision.

¥ regarding the transfer of the
ssure you that he wil e
every endeavour to keep the legal charges down to the barest

minimum.

srs faithfull
Yours faithfully,
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TELEPHOMNE 34.6240
PO BOX 860

. o
MEARES WILLIAMS HOLMES & BOOKER a8 ¢ -//émw ey ST

BARRIGTENG AND BOLICITORS

g Dot oek, C 7 N %,

1M WILL LA

AND AT AKARDA 23rd June, 1950

Mr. W.J.T. Vallance,
Bowenvale Avenue,

CASHNERE
Dear Mr. Vallance, A
' 8 ac i a further
Mr. F.W. Freemsn hag sent us a8 Lracing of a . 4
suh-ﬂiuiﬁiun of your propérty comprised in Lot 1 of Lug_F13n,
the northern portion of which he informed us has been sold
by you to the Heathcote Gounty Council for the purpose of a
Children's Plsying Ares,
Ne should be glad 1if you would kindly call and see us
the next time you are in town and we will be able to discusa
the mattar.
Thanking you in anticipstion. |

Youra truly,

MEARES WILLIAMS HULMES & BOUKER
e
pur:tquf

REP:MI ; !
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‘Mr. W.J.2§ Vallance,
Bowenvale Avenue,
CASHMERK.

N Ale. withn MEARES WILLIAMS HOLMES & BOOKER

SOLICITORS
CHRISTCHURCH
Rﬂﬁgﬁﬁ

YOU TO HEATHCOTE COUNTY - ,
COUNCILY '

1950
Juae/July | To our charpe for pey_:uaal and Epm‘ovl_el
' of Memornadum of Trafafer (Consider-
ation £200) and obtaining execution.
Completing settlement qiving_ﬂntices
of Sale, apd attendances incidental.

QUR BILL CF €OSTS,

MEARES WILLLAMS HOIMES & BOOKER,
-

per iy
20/10/50
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Mre« Wod.T. Vallance,
Bowenvale Avenue,

CASHMERE .

In Ale. with MEARES WILLIAMS HOLMES & BOOKER

SOLICITORS
CHRISTCHURCH
1950. STATEMENT .
August 10 By Wilding & Acland 200 | = | =
Octr. 20 To Costs ms per bill re Heathcote County
Council 2 |2 -
25 " chegue you herewith for balance 97 18 | =
£ 200 - | = £200 = | -
eSS T EEEES
E. & 0.E., |
r u

s« Octo a;'. 1950,
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Summary

* 1922: Walter John Thomas Vallance purchased part of Lot 8 in Bowenvale Avenue where a market garden was
established growing tomatoes and produce

* May 1950: Heathcote County Council was looking for land to establish a playground so that the children of the
local community had a safe area to play. Walter John Thomas Vallance offered a portion of his land to the
Heathcote County Council.

* June 1950: Letter of intend of the transfer of a portion of the Vallance land for the Heathcote County Council to
establish a playground was drafted at an agreed value of 200 pounds. The County Clerk acknowledged and
thanked Walter John Thomas for his ‘public spirited attitude in this matter’.

* August 1950: Transfer of ownership of the land was completed and the agreed portion of land was vested with
the Heathcote County Council

We are requesting if it is possible to consider renaming Sunvale Reserve to Vallance Reserve under the

Christchurch City Council Naming Policy 2023 (i.e. clauses 2.2, 3.23, 3.26, 4.29) to acknowledge and preserve

the legacy of the pioneering history of the Bowenvale Valley for future generations. The renaming of the reserve

would:

* recognise the public spirited attitude of the Bowenvale pioneer, Walter John Thomas Vallance: Clause 2.1 (d)

* reflect and acknowledge the history of Bowenvale pioneers. The Vallance Reserve would be recognised
alongside the former pioneers where their names take pride within the Bowenvale community (i.e. Maurice
Knowles Lane and Fineran Lane): Clause 2.1 (e)

* ensure that the naming of the Reserve is meaningful and identifies the connection of the pioneers with the
Bowenvale Community: Clause 2.1 (c)
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Thank you for time and we appreciate your consideration associated with this request.
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Neighbourhood Building Project

Increasing participation in the community

Addington & Waltham

m—
NEIGHBOURS
AOTEAROA

AWAW LW,
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1) New leaders emerging & growing

confident

m—
NEIGHBOURS
AOTEAROA
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