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Waipapa 

Papanui-Innes-Central Community Board 

OPEN MINUTES 
 

 

Date: Thursday 15 May 2025 

Time: 4 pm 

Venue: Board Room, Papanui Service Centre,  

Corner Langdons Road and Restell Street, Papanui 
 

 

Present 
Chairperson 

Deputy Chairperson 

Members 

Emma Norrish 

Simon Britten 

Pauline Cotter 
Sunita Gautam 

Victoria Henstock 
Ali Jones 

Jake McLellan 

John Miller (via audio/visual link) 
Emma Twaddell 

 
 

 

 
 

 Principal Advisor 

Emma Pavey 
Manager Community Governance 

Tel: 941 5107 

emma.pavey@ccc.govt.nz 

Meeting Advisor 

Mark Saunders 
Community Board Advisor 

Tel: 941 6436 

mark.saunders@ccc.govt.nz 

Website: www.ccc.govt.nz 
 

 

 

 

  

To watch meetings, live, or previous recordings, go to: 

https://www.youtube.com/@waipapapapanui-innes-centr7673/streams 

To view copies of Agendas and Minutes, go to: 
https://www.ccc.govt.nz/the-council/meetings-agendas-and-minutes/ 
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Report to Council on the activities of the Sutton Heritage House and Garden Trust during the initial 5 
years of our lease at 20 Templar St

Long Term Plans

To date the Trust has focussed most of its energies on establishing the Artist-in-Residence programme 
for the house which provides a source of income to cover the annual running expenses  and to continue
to preserve and maintain the house and garden for the benefit of the Christchurch community.  We 
foresee that providing accommodation for artists, and also potentially writers on arts related topics, will 
continue to be the mainstay of our income.  Providing access to the public through open days and 
guided tours will also continue to be important.  Now that the expenses related to setting up 
accommodation are behind us we are in a better position to develop additional activities such as 
educational lectures and to organise events in the adjoining Sutton Park Ð these might include outdoor 
art and craft activities for children, art and craft markets, commissioned sculptures for the space. We 
could also potentially explore activities in association with nearby Avebury House.  The proximity of 
Sutton Park to the City-to-sea pathway offers opportunities which we will need to explore in the future. 
Restoration and maintenance of the garden in accordance with the garden plan developed by Robert 
Watson will be a major focus of activity for the Trust over the next few years.

Summary of Activities

Artists in Residence
The Trust has hosted a culturally diverse range of artists for residencies ranging in length from two to 
six weeks :

 8 residencies in association with Christchurch City Art Gallery programmes  (these have
included a curator, an ex-patriate Christchurch artist and two artists from New South 
Wales);

 3 Pacifica artists in association with the Macmillan Brown Centre for Pacific Studies;
 3 in association with the Physics Room;
 2 in association with CoCa;
 1 by Movement and Art Practice.

Tours 
Members of the Wellington Club;
Members of the Auckland Art Gallery Foundation;
Two tours by Friends of the Christchurch Art Gallery;
University of Canterbury Museum Studies students.

Open days
A public open day following the official opening of house; 
Three open days during the annual Heritage Festival;
Open Christchurch open day during 2023.

Other events
Use of the house as a location for the film, Head South, released in 2024 and featured in the New 
Zealand International Film Festival that year;
ICOMOS NZ meeting in December 2023;
A University of Canterbury, Ilam School of Fine Arts workshop;
Venue for Webbs Auction House pre-auction viewing of artworks works for sale;
Christchurch Art Gallery acoustic sound performance.

Visitor numbers
Visitor response to open days has remained fairly steady. Naturally enough the greatest public 
response occurred on the initial public open day and high numbers were experienced during Open 
Christchurch. (Well over 100, can't recall the precise number).This event drew in both locals and visitors
from other parts of the country. Heritage Festival open days mainly attract locals, including families with
children. The response of visitors is always enthusiastic and appreciative.  Former residents of the red 
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zone often want to reminisce. There has been no obvious falling off in numbers of visitors attending 
during the heritage festival open days  (Numbers usually around 50 people for the more recent ones, 
though higher for the first heritage festival open day)

So far there has not been a heavy demand for house tours but it has been pleasing to welcome groups 
from both Auckland and Wellington. Numbers have ranged form a busload at a time to groups of 
around 20. The Trust hopes that demand for tours will grow as the house becomes better known.  
There is potential to target particular interest groups such enthusiasts for modernist architecture. 
Ordinary ( non-interest group) members of the public are welcome to tour but for all tours we require 
minimum number to justify the trustees time. We do not in the near future foresee having regularly 
advertised opening times  such as for example the first Sunday of the month partly because the number
of residencies we have had and also because of lack of sufficient volunteers but we will reassess this 
as use of the city to sea pathway develops.

Public programmes

To date our public programmes have been restricted to open days and tours. In the future we would like
to offer more public educational programmes, particularly related to Bill Sutton and his work as well as 
Tom Taylor and modernist architecture.  We will also keep looking for opportunities to provide a wider 
range of community events within the house, garden and park.

Achievements and Community Contributions

In 2021 the Trust Board nominated the Sutton House for listing as a Category 1 Heritage Place 
with Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga.  It was formally listed on the 17th of February 2022. 

The House was fully restored when we took over the lease, however the original garden gates were 
missing, having been stolen following the earthquakes.  We commissioned the rebuilding of the gates to
the original design and these were installed late last year.  Within the house the original studio curtains 
had been lost.  We have reinstated curtains in the studio which are as close as possible in colour to 
those originally in the house. The curtains have the additional benefit of retaining heat during winter, 
allowing for residencies to continue during the colder months.

The City Council Commissioned a conservation plan for the garden and commissioned the landscape 
architect, Robert Watson, to draw up a planting plan in accordance with the garden conservation plan.  
The Trust is working to this plan to restore the garden.  Weekly garden working bees take place 
(weather permitting). Work to implement the plan is slow because much of the garden has been 
overrun with acanthus during the time the property was unoccupied and many of the trees and shrubs 
have lacked proper maintenance. We have been fortunate in being able to attract a new trustee with 
expertise as a landscape architect who has been very helpful with the garden.   

The Trust has acquired several items that belonged to Bill Sutton Ð his easel, the chair he used for 
people to sit on while having portraits painted and his printing press.  We have also acquired a 
watercolour of Akaroa Harbour, made by Sutton as a demonstration work, the process of its making 
having been filmed.  This provides a valuable educational resource as visitors can view the video and 
then examine the finished watercolour.  An early oil life study by Sutton was donated to the Trust for 
display in the house and this has been displayed on the artist's easel during open days. Although the 
trust does not intend to collect works per se, we have found that many visitors  have no idea what sort 
of work Bill Sutton made, so having representative works to display is valuable for educational 
purposes.

It is our intention to develop a series of display panels about Bill Sutton and the house to place these 
along the wall with the disabled ramp in the garage. We also have audio visual material about Bill which
we have displayed during tours.

The artist residency has contributed significantly to the cultural fabric of Christchurch.  By providing  
accommodation it has made it easier for the institutions involved to attract artists for particular projects. 
Other art forms such as dance and film have also benefitted, all of which has helped to culturally enrich 
the city.
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Other relevant information

We have furnished the house to a standard suitable for residents including the recent purchase of a 
new washing machine/dryer.  

As tenants, we have covered the cost of a number of repairs to the house, including electrical work 
(which should not have been necessary in a recently repaired house) drain clearance and a number of 
plumbing issues.  The cost of repairs to a leaking hot water cylinder was covered by the City Council.  
We have taken the view that so long as we have the financial capacity to pay for routine repairs from 
the income we receive from residencies, we will do so, rather than passing these costs on to 
ratepayers.

The carpet which was suitable for previous domestic use by a single occupier is proving unsuitable for 
the current use by artists so we anticipate the need to replace it the near future with something more 
durable.

             Salote Tawale working in the Studio in 2023

    

    Ina Johann and Victoria Edwards, with works created at the house, 2024

                                      Mural  on the Art Gallery bunker painted by Xo‘ Hall  while artist in residence 2022
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