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Malcolm Long
Monday, 10

February, 2025

ŌPĀWAHO HEATHCOTE RIVER
NETWORK
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Who is the OHRN

The Ōpāwaho Heathcote River Network (OHRN) is a community-
based catchment group.

The OHRN is a voice for the river.

We advocate for and promote the regeneration of the health and
mauri of the river. We connect with, and support, the communities

within the river catchment.
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Predator Free 2050

Predator Free 2050 vision

Aotearoa New Zealand is progressing toward an ambitious
goal of eradicating rats, stoats and possums by 2050
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Predator Free Banks Peninsula

Predator Free Banks Peninsula vision

To remove pests from Banks Peninsula so that our
precious native plants and animals can thrive
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Predator Free Port Hills

Predator Free Port Hills vision

To protect native species and to see their populations
flourish in our lifetimes
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Predator Free Ōpāwaho - the metaphor     

Predator Free Banks
Peninsula is the precious
keep of a castle

Predator Free
Banks

Peninsula

Predator Free Port Hills are its towering ramparts

Predator Free Ōpāwaho is the
moat

Predator Free Port Hills
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Predator Free Ōpāwaho - the concept

A trapline along each
bank of the river from

Nga Puna Wai to
Ferrymead Bridge,

traps serviced by the
community



Waitai Coastal-Burwood-Linwood Community Board 

10 February 2025   
 

Page 10 

A
tt

a
ch

m
e

n
t 

A
  

It
e

m
 4

.3
 

  

Predator Free Ōpāwaho - co-ordination     

We have some experience -
• Some OHRN community groups have

current experience trapping in reserves
• Some Predator-Free groups are operating
• We will bring co-ordination of effort and

organisation to the whole of the river
• We will encourage home trapping as well

to extend effectiveness
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Predator Free Ōpāwaho - prioritise safety

● T-Rex traps only
● Wooden tunnels
● Attached to warratah stake
● Cat/dog/bird friendly
● Health & safety briefings
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Predator Free Ōpāwaho - CCC approved

● Parks approval received
● Community Partnership

Ranger overview of
processes
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Predator Free Ōpāwaho - next steps

● Inform Community Boards
● Finalise processes
● Final Ranger approval
● Obtain funding
● Publicise project
● Gather community support
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Predator Free Ōpāwaho      

Most likely starting section
will be in Lower Ōpāwaho

Heathcote River

We seek the support of the
Community Board in

principle for the project
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ŌPĀWAHO HEATHCOTE RIVER
NETWORK

Thank you for the opportunity to
advocate on behalf of the river.
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Statement for Waitai Coastal-Burwood-Linwood Community board 
 
Christchurch Envirohub (CEH) is a central hub for the environmental and sustainability sector in 
greater Christchurch Ōtautahi. We provide a range of physical and digital tools, services, and 
events designed to connect, support, and sustain the environmental network and wider 
community. 
 
We aim to strengthen communities, enhance knowledge and skills, foster collaboration, and 
sustain local efforts towards a more sustainable future. 
We have recently opened a new environmental coworking space at the climate action campus 
(old Avonside Girls school) complimenting our partnered space at the Kiosk in the Botanic 
Gardens. These spaces bring organisations and individuals together, fostering connections, a 
sense of belonging, and reducing professional isolation while combating the silo effect in the 
sector. 
 
The Stormwater Superhero Trailer is an interactive, mobile resource promoting 
stormwater-positive actions to prevent freshwater contamination.  
Through the trailer, our facilitators deliver behaviour-change conversations with the community, 
nurturing people's understanding of how to keep our rivers clean and encouraging good habits. 
The trailer includes two 3D model games illustrating the pathways of both treated and untreated 
water, as well as the ideal routes needed for the survival of the native long-fin tuna. Additionally, 
it is equipped with a touchscreen TV offering multiple-choice educational games and an 
educational film about stormwater. 
 
The main topics discussed include:Soapy water from car washing, dog poo, general rubbish, 
sediment from gardening and construction, paint and cleaning products, the difference between 
wastewater and stormwater, and where our drain types lead. 
Reaching over 5850+ people in the past 2.5 years. It has visited more than 32 different spaces 
and events 
 
CEH also run submission workshops, working in collaboration with government agencies, 
enable the public to engage with decision-making processes on sustainability-related issues 
(e.g., transport), removing barriers to civic participation and empowering community voices. 
 
We maintain free online resources, including the Eco Funding and Events Calendar, Map and 
Directory (profiling 300+ eco-organisations), useful resource/links page, and an e-newsletter 
reaching 720 subscribers. With over 6,000 social media followers, we provide a vital 
communications platform for the environmental network. 
 
Additional programes we run are: 
Sub-sector strategy, Envirokids, Te Tuna Tāone, Green Drinks, Environmental Network 
Gathering and Impact storytelling. 
​
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Upon reviewing the Waitai Coastal-Burwood-Linwood Community Board Plan, I noticed 
significant synergies between the initiatives outlined in the plan and the work we do at 
Christchurch Envirohub. Like the board, we are committed to enhancing environmental 
wellbeing while addressing challenges related to roads, footpaths, stormwater, and flooding. 
As you will be aware, Christchurch Envirohub manages the Stormwater Superhero Trailer. We 
deliver and facilitate this resource at a range of public events, commercial locations, and 
schools. 
  
I believe that Christchurch Envirohub can complement the CBL Community Board’s efforts to 
improve waterway health by tackling issues such as contamination, pollution, and 
sedimentation. In addition to spreading awareness, our team has the expertise to encourage 
meaningful action. By contracting/funding Christchurch Envirohub you can target specific areas 
within the CBL region to deliver impactful, community-focused education. This will help inform 
residents and positively shift mindsets regarding stormwater and contamination. 
  
In addition to managing the trailer, Christchurch Envirohub runs Submission Workshops. By 
contracting/funding Christchurch Envirohub, we can organise, host, promote, and facilitate these 
workshops, enhancing local engagement and participation.   
  
As a network-driven organisation, our greatest strength is our deep connection to the 
community and the wider environmental network. We would be delighted to work with the CBL 
Community Board to implement impactful actions in these areas. 
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The Stormwater Superhero Trailer is a mobile resource designed to provide
entertaining education about stormwater and contaminants.

Through the trailer our Facilitators are able to deliver behaviour change
conversations with the community, nurturing peoples understanding towards
keeping our rivers clean.  

The trailer consists of two 3D model games showing paths of both treated and
untreated water along with ideal paths for the native long-fin tuna to survive. 

Additionally, it is equipped with a touchscreen TV providing further multichoice
educational games and an educational movie about stormwater.

The Stormwater trailer has made many appearances in the community as of late,
visiting 26 different spaces/events and having engaged an average of 150 -200
people per event.  

The trailer visits commercial, public and school events. 
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