
 

 

 
 

 

Christchurch City Council 

MINUTES ATTACHMENTS 
 

 

Date: Wednesday 6 December 2023 

Time: 9.30 am 

Venue: Council Chambers, Civic Offices,  

53 Hereford Street, Christchurch 
 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS NGĀ IHIRANGI PAGE 
 

3.1.1. Public Forum - Polish Children of Pahiatua 

A.  Polish Children of Pahiatua - Presentation to Council................................................................... 3 

3.1.2. Public Forum - Whaka-Ora Healthy Harbour Programme 

A.  Whaka-Ora Healthy Harbour Programme - Presentation to Council ......................................... 12 

3.2.3. Combined Residents Association Christchurch 

A.  Combined Residents Association Christchurch - Presentation to Council ................................ 19 

3.2.5. Victoria Neighbourhood Association 

A.  Victoria Neighbourhood Association - Presentation to Council ................................................. 21 

3.2.6. David Lynch 

A.  David Lynch - Presentation to Council........................................................................................... 22 

13. Monthly Report from the Community Boards - November 2023 

A.  Waipuna Halswell Hornby Riccarton Community Board - Presentation to Council ................. 25 

B.  Waitai Coastal Burwood Linwood Community Board - Presentation to Council ..................... 32 

C.  Tē Pātaka o Rākaihautu Banks Peninsula Community Board - Presentation to 
Council .............................................................................................................................................. 42 

D.  Waihoro Spreydon Cashmere Heathcote Community Board - Presentation to 

Council .............................................................................................................................................. 49 

E.  Waimāero Fendalton Waimairi Harewood Community Board - Presentation to 

Council .............................................................................................................................................. 56 

F.  Waipapa Papanui Innes Central Community Board - Presentation to Council ......................... 62 

18. Interim Kerbside Organics Management 

A.  Interim Kerbside Organics Management - Presentation to Council ........................................... 72  
 



Council 

06 December 2023   
 

Page 2 

 



Council 
06 December 2023   

 

Page 3 

A
tt

a
ch

m
e

n
t 

A
  

It
e

m
 3

.1
.1

 

  

REQUEST TO NAME

A SITE IN CHRISTCHURCH AFTER

THE POLISH CHILDREN OF PAHIATUA

PRESENTATION TO CHRISTCHURCH CITY COUNCIL

15 NOVEMBER 2023
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Background
• On 1 November 1944, 733 Polish children, mostly war orphans, and their 105 adult 

caregivers, arrived in Wellington at the invitation of Rt Hon Peter Fraser, seeking safe 
haven until the end of WW2.

• Due to the communist rule imposed in Poland after the war, the children were allowed to 
remain in New Zealand, and the majority settled here permanently, mainly in Wellington, 
Auckland and Christchurch.

• The group became known as “New Zealand’s First Refugees” or “Polish Children of 
Pahiatua”.

• A small number of surviving Pahiatua Children still live 
in Christchurch and Canterbury.  

• Including their children, grandchildren, great grandchildren 
and great grandchildren, the “Big Family of Pahiatua Children” 
is now into several hundred members.

• Next year, 1 November 2024, will mark the 80th anniversary 
of the Children’s arrival in New Zealand.
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4

The 75th anniversary celebration in 
Christchurch was attended by more 
than 120 descendants of the Pahiatua 
Children
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Ensuring that the Polish Children’s 
story lives on in Christchurch
• 1991: “Exiles” documentary film by Halina Ogonowska-Coates

• 1992: “Krystyna's story” by Halina Ogonowska-Coates published, based on the story of her 
mother Irena, a former Pahiatua Child who settled in Christchurch. 

• 2005/06: “Polish Kiwis” exhibition at the Canterbury Museum, and of a book of the same title.

• 2012: “Alone” published by a Christchurch author Alina Suchanski – the life story of Antoni 
Leparowski, former Pahiatua Child and a popular Christchurch barber

• 2014: “Poles Apart” documentary by Alina Suchanski and Polish Association in Christchurch -
70th anniversary of arrival

• 2019:  “Poles Apart” screened at the Beca Heritage Festival - 75th anniversary of arrival

• 2020: “Overcoming Fate”, documentary made in Poland, screened as part of the Christchurch 
Heritage Festival

• 2023: Public lecture and presentation by visiting 
researchers from Sybir Museum in Poland
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6

• Monument at the site of the former 
Polish Children’s Camp in Pahiatua

• Polskie Dzieci (Polish Children) Square 
in Wellington  and    a commemorative 
plaque on the Wellington waterfront 

• Polish Heritage Museum in Auckland, 
established by John Roy-
Wojciechowski MNZM, former 
Pahiatua Child.

Ensuring that the Polish Children’s 
story lives on in Aotearoa
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• It would mean a lot to the surviving Pahiatua Children, their 
families and the Christchurch Polish Community to celebrate the 
80th anniversary with the naming of a special site in Christchurch - 
a playground, park or reserve – after the Polish Children of 
Pahiatua

• It would be a permanent reminder of this unique and proud event 
from New Zealand’s history

• It would give us a special space to meet, remember and celebrate 
our special events and anniversaries

• It would help us tell our community’s story to the people of 
Christchurch 
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2024: 80th anniversary - our request 
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Our request – next steps
If our request is successful, and once a suitable site is identified, 
we will:

• work with CCC, the Polish community and the Polish Embassy in 
Wellington to have everything in place for the official naming 
ceremony on 1 November 2024, the 80th anniversary of the 
Children’s arrival.

• work with the CCC Parks Signage Team and fundraise for an 
interpretation board to be installed on site which will explain the 
significance of the site’s name and the story behind it.

• work with CCC to hold an exhibition at the new Multicultural 
Centre as part of the anniversary celebrations
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Any questions?

Thank you

  Ngā mihi 

    Dziękujemy
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PHOTO OF HARBOUR
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KFA 1: Erosion & Sedimentation

Rāpaki: Corsair Bay:

Folleys Creek: CAP:

Head of Harbour: targeting sources and sinks of sediment. 

Improves understanding of sedimentation processes.
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Kaimahi for Nature 
has added 60,000 
plants and covers 
1700 hectares for 

predator control in 
the catchment. 

KFA 3: Terrestrial Biodiversity

CVNZ data reported 
7000 hours of 

volunteer effort 
towards planting, 

weeding, and 
trapping since 2019.

Predator control

Ki uta ki tai catchment restoration

Planting
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