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To Waihoro Community Board

Mokihi Community Garden

14 September 2023
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We are a group from the Linden Grove subdivision 
wishing to start a community garden

Our goal: To create a friendly neighbourhood space to 
grow food, to learn food resilience and to strengthen 
our sense of community 

We are requesting permission to use council land at ‘#9 
Mokihi Gardens’ Hillmorton

Mokihi Community Garden
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Community engagement: 
Active members

• Regular in-person participant meetings since 13 May 2023
• 5 meetings in total so far, averaging 10 participants/meeting
• Whatsapp group - 15 participants
• Facebook group - 46 members
• Meeting with Holly Whitaker (Parks Ranger) 24 July 2023

Wider Community
• 200+ Flyer drop in the neighbourhood - 8-10 August 2023
• Monthly updates via email to subscribers -13 August 2023
• Immediate neighbour approval (# 7, 11 Mokihi Gardens)
• “Summer with your neighbours” BBQ planned on site 25th November
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In summary, 
we are seeking your support and approval to use 
council land at #9 Mokihi Gardens, Hillmorton for 
a community garden.

Mokihi Community Garden
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APPENDICE
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Planned Expenditure

Stage 1: $2000
- 4 x planter boxes
- Screening fence

Stage 2: $2000
- 2 x planter boxes
- Storage box
- Sharing shelf and noticeboard
- Water access

Mokihi Community Garden
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Ideas for the future tabled by the group
● Community pest trapping project
● Inclusion of Hillmorton hospital patients through occupation therapists
● Invasive weed management/native planting of Jamiesons Bush/ Seager park and 

boarding Heathcote river along Annex road 
● City Foraging group



Waihoro Spreydon-Cashmere-Heathcote Community Board 
14 September 2023   

 

Page 19 

A
tt

a
ch

m
e

n
t 

A
  

It
e

m
 4

.2
 

  

Appendix 1

Flyer Drop - Aug 2023
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Welcome to the first email update on the Mokihi Community Garden project. We are very happy to have as many people involved as 

possible, to whatever degree they feel comfortable. So feel free to follow us on Facebook 

(https://www.facebook.com/groups/1625385707879554/ ), join our WhatsApp group (by texting me on 0211417884 to be added) and / or 

come to our meetings. These are held on the last Sunday of the month at 3pm. We rotate venues so an email confirmation will be sent out 

the week before with the address details.

For those who are new here, a few of us connected a short while ago via the Linden Grove Facebook group, to set up a community garden 

in the neighbourhood.

We have identified a piece of land that looks like a possibility, have spoken to the Christchurch Park Ranger for this area (Holly Whitaker) 

and are now in the process of connecting more broadly with our community (via a maildrop), have requested funding for a community get-

together and are setting up a time to speak to the Waihoro Community Board (aiming for 14 September 2023).

The piece of land is #9 Mokihi Gardens:

Next steps:

● Create a powerpoint presentation that we can work on for the community board (Waihoro Spreydon-Cashmere-Heathcote 

Community Board : Christchurch City Council (ccc.govt.nz))

● Put together a garden design

● Investigate approximate costs

● Communicate with other Community Gardens and see if anyone is keen to partner with us, or provide us with an umbrella so we 

don't need to set up our governance model from scratch.

Appendix 2

First Newsletter - Aug 2023
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Ko wai mātou? 

Who are we?
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listening, dreaming & planning 
process

Oct 2022 - Te Mihi Winiata planning hui

Nov 2022 - Tamariki & rangatahi hui 

March 2023 - Addington Te Kura Taumatua hui

July 2023 - Food security hui
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Dreams for a new māra kai
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Growing a community of gardens and 
gardeners
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growing kai security and resilience
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What could it look like? 

- warm morning/afternoon tea space & 
kitchen for cooking and teaching

- 1000m2 vege growing beds
- fruit trees, compost hub, picnic tables
- capacity to feed 100 local whānau

Addington Park 
size: 24500 m2
minor land 
contamination 
due to sports turf 
usage
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Organisations who support this initiative

Addington Park Community 
Group
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whakawhetai koutou mo te 
whakarongo. Patai? 

Thanks for listening. 
Questions? 
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Leith Reserve
Opportunity for Revitalisation
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Leith Reserve 
Signage Missing
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Plant fruit 
trees

• Increase the birds, the bees, the 
flowers and the trees

• Fruit tree ideas
• Apple trees

• Hazelnut trees

• Plum trees

• Peach trees

• Sourced from Roimata Food Commons

• Local resident maintenance
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Other Trees, 
Bushes and Shrubs 
Ideas
• Blueberry bushes

• Natives

• Other trees

• Tussock grasses
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Playground
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Next steps
• Arborist assessment incl. costing of tree removal - ASAP

• Dangerous Tree removal – ASAP but by 31/12/2023

• Kept trees care plan completed – ASAP after tree removal

• Leith Reserve signage completed – by 31/12/2023
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Next steps (continued)

• Playground proposal/s viability 
reviewed

• Ecologists & Roimata Food 
Commons (Michael Reynolds) 
assessment for planting

• Planting proposals reviewed and 
approvals given for stage 1 fruit 
tree planting (scheduled for Winter 
2024)

• Prospective staging of additional 
fruit trees approved - by 
31/12/2024
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Next steps (continued)

• Footpath and drain system repairs 
(Leith Place and Graton Lane) 
completed – hope for latest 
31/12/2024

• Additional trees planted – by 
31/12/2025

• Playground approved and built (3-5 
year plan)
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Thank you
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14th September 2023 

Leith Reserve – Community tree risk assessment 

The below trees have been highlighted as trees in which we as a local community believe there is a 
moderate, high, very high or extreme risk to human life. 

For trees in which we have deemed high, very high or extreme we believe they pose an unacceptable 
safety risk to the public and therefore should be removed as soon as possible in line with the 
Christchurch City Council Tree Policy SecƟon 4.4. 

We have based our assumpƟons of our risk to human lives on many factors such as the following: 

- They all are in a public space (Leith Reserve) 
- Their large size (height, width) 
- The close vicinity to home/s 
- The lean of their trunk or significant branches 
- Their condiƟon and aging 

 

Tree or set 
of trees 
IdenƟficaƟ
on # 

Photo/s of tree or set of trees 
 

Community 
Determined 
Life-
threatening 
Risk Level 

Comment 

1 

 

       

Extreme Believed 
to be 
poplars. 
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14th September 2023 

2 

 

  
 

Extreme Believed 
to be 
poplars. 

3 

 

Extreme Believed 
to be a 
poplar.  
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14th September 2023 

4 

 

Very high Believe to 
be an elm 
tree. 

5 & 6 

 
 

 

Very high Believed 
to be elm 
trees 
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14th September 2023 

7 

 

Extreme Species 
unknown 

8 

 

Extreme Species 
unknown 

9 

 

High Species 
unknown 
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14th September 2023 

10-14 

 

 

 

D, E, F, G - 
Very high 
 
Other tree - 
moderate 

D  
believed 
to be an 
elm tree, 
others 
species 
unknown 

15 

 

Very high Species 
unknown 
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14th September 2023 

 
 

 

 

AddiƟonal Tree Removal Requests 

  

This tree snapped on 22/03/2023 – believe it is unnecessary to keep and the space beƩer used by 
planƟng another tree 
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14th September 2023 

  

Local resident got council approval to at his own cost have these trees topped and so he did so. He 
believed they were an unacceptable risk to him and his family life and a high risk to his property. We 
believe it unnecessary for these trees to be kept and the space would be beƩer uƟlised with other 
trees/bushes/shrubs. 
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Prepared by Nathan and Kathryn Ellis ( Nairn Street, Spreydon) 

 

 

 

 

 



Waihoro Spreydon-Cashmere-Heathcote Community Board 
14 September 2023   

 

Page 58 

A
tt

a
ch

m
e

n
t 

C
  

It
e

m
 5

.1
 

  

Prepared by Nathan and Kathryn Ellis (  Nairn Street, Spreydon) 
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Prepared by Nathan and Kathryn Ellis (  Nairn Street, Spreydon) 
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Prepared by Nathan and Kathryn Ellis ( Nairn Street, Spreydon) 

 

Key for above: 

Green = Signature received 
Yellow = Signature rejected 
No colour = No contact aƩempted or contact was unable to be made with someone at the property 
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Prepared by Nathan and Kathryn Ellis (  Nairn Street, Spreydon) 

 

Notes 

EVERY person who provided a signature supporƟng the tree removal or significant topping verbally 
supported the planƟng of fruit trees at Leith Reserve. 

 

Key Missing Signatures – Contact attempted to be 
made on two separate dates but we were not able 
to get contact with anyone at the address 

Leith Place 
Leith Place 

 Leith Place 
 Leith Place 

 Granton Lane 
 

Rejected Signature 
 Leith Place 
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